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To my worthy and obliging Fannpe, 8+ 


The InnaziTanTs of CHESTER, 
And elſenhere. 


Who have been ſo kind to favour me with 
| their SUBSCRIPTIONS. | e 


Gentlemen, and Fellow Citizens, 


_ HE original defign of the following 
| Treatiſe was intended for the lower 
claſs of Libertines, in order, with God's 
Bleſſing, to make myſelf and bad men good, 
and good men better; and as for the higher 
claſs they have greater helps, if they make 
proper uſe of them, © for he that knoweth 
| h 2 | „ the 
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« rhewill of God, and doth not do it, ſhall 
« be beat with many ſtripes;“ and as our 
Bleſſed Saviour faith, © he came not to call 
the Righteous, but Sinners to repentance ;” 
for as he Huth prümifed to hear che peritions of 
them that aſk in his Son's name, and as the 
wiſe ſon of Syriac juſtly ſaith, * My ſon, give 
k Ich Hear” And though t this ſmall ma- 
hual be, I know, but a mean piece, yet, 'wi 
the bleſſing of my dear Redeemer, I truſt 


they that read wirhout predigeſt, may receive 


ſome benefit by it. But then they muſt ſay 
as the collect ſaith on, the, firſt Sunday in Ad- 
Fear, *Allhighty Got, give ds grace that we 
* may caſt 557 hi B44 of Harkneſs, and 
put upon us the armour of light, and when 
he ſhall come again the laſt day i in his glo- 
rious majeſty to judge both the quick and 
dead, we may riſe to the life immortal, 
through him who liveth and reigneth with 
e thee and the oY Ghoſt, now and ever. 
Amen.“ | 3 | 


It is ſaid in Scripture that Chriſt Jeſus died 
for all men, and I believe ſome men imagine 
10 As welbas my feif, but this muſt not be taken 
ſtrictly, but conflicionilly, as other ſcriptufes. 
The wicked reprobate cannot enjoy that pri- 


i | £5 vilege, for without dying a true penitent he 
ceäffot be ſaved: without holineſs, no man 
Mall fee the Lord. But ſome men think, if 


they read good books, go to church, _— 
the 
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the bleſſed ſacrament, and live a good moral 


life, they ſhall ſurely be ſaved, but this is but 
external holineſs, which will never ſave them; 
it is ſincerity accompanied with charity, that 
have the promiſe of the good things of this 
life, and of the life to come, for charity hid- 
eth a multitude of ſins; for the obedient lon 

life is promiſed, but the wicked ſhall not- live 
out halt his days. 


I reſt, Brethren, 
Your moſt obedient, 


Humble Servant, 


B. POWELL. 
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PREFACE 


READER. 


HE reaſon of publiſhing this ſmall Treatiſe is, 
to encourage us to ſtand upon our in 
order, by God's aſſiſtance, to live a good life, and, 

for brevity's ſake, I made it ſo; and having time and 
opportunity, I employed my ſpare hours in collect- 
ing this ſmall book, and what I thought might con- 
tribute towards the perfecting my deſign, and I could 
heartily wiſh were in the hands of 'all our libertines ; 
nor may ſuch an account as I now purpoſe to myſelf 
to give in this ſmall tract, be altogether uſelels to 
ſome of a better ſtamp, who, wanting time and op- 
portunity of reading the Holy Scriptures thoroughly 
as they ought, and inwardly digeſting them; ſuch, I 
ſay, may not be unwilling to tee that faithfully put 
together under one ſhort and general view, which 
otherwiſe required ſome time and labour to have 
ſearched out; and I have always thought finceT con- 
fidered and underſtood what Libertiniſm was, that 
the knowingof it would be a ſufficient diſſuaſive from 
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it to thoſe that regard God and their ſouls. This 

aſion, together with compaſſion for thoſe that 
are ſeduced, and a deſire to ſecure thoſe that are in 
danger, engaged me in this preſent undertaking, 
wherein I have diſcovered what dangerous paths they 
walk in, and how pernicious and inconſiſtent with 
the way to ſalvation, declared in the ſcripture as ab- 


ſolutely oppoſite to the rules and ſpirit of the Goſpel ; 


and theretore ſuch I ſay as hath ever ſo little tender- 
ſs of his own ſalvation, but muſt conceive an hor- 
at ſuch I call, a poiſonous morality, more cor- 


rupt than that of Pagans themſelves, and which per- 


mits them to do what Pagans, Jews and Mahometans 
would have been aſhamed. of; and yet they call 
themſelves Chriſtians, becauſe the Goſpel Light is 
riſen upon them ; notwithſtanding which they go on 
in the moſt palpable dzakneſs that ever came out of 


the bottomleſs pit, ſuch I fay as overthrows the eſ- 


ſential point of chriſtianity, religion, and the max- 
ims that are moſt important and of greateſt neceſſity, 


In order to the ſalvation of man, it is, indeed, an 


opinion of carnal men, who remain under. Satan and 


his dominion, as all men do by nature, that when 


| fin is committed, done and paſt, they ſhall never be 


called to account for the fame; for they ſay Chriſt 
died for them, and he never created man to damn 
him, and fo they 1eſt themſelves contented upon ne- 
gative holineſs; but, alas, no length.of time can, 
wear fin away, if it be not taken away by true and 


unfeigned repentance : and therefore we ſee that 


timely and ſincere repentance is a ſpecial means pre- 
ſcribed and appointed by God for the recovery of the 
worſt of ſinneis out of this deplorable bondage; to 
that without the belief and practice of it no {inner 
can poſſibly be ſaved, nor have any hope of it, but 
ſuch as are deluded. Conſider, then, theſe things 


all ye that forget God; perhaps this ſmall tieatiſe 


may 
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may by ſome be thought ſharp and vehement, I ſuf- 
fered it to be what the ſubje& would have it, and as 
I found it penned down in holy writ, and therefore 
thought myſelf obliged neither to add or diminiſh, 
and ſo put them down according as I found them, 
with rewards to the good and virtuous, as well as 
puniſhments to the bad and unregenerate, _ -- 


In order to encourage us to live a religious life, and 
to draw, if poſſible, ſuch libertines out of the king- 
dom of Satan, and to bring them to the Living God, 
I hope I have found a falve for every fore. O that 
we would be wiſe to think on theſe things, and then 
I hope the like of this may help us forward 'tythis 
neceſſary duty of repentance. O give me the com- 
fort of thy help again, and eſtabliſh me with thy free 
ſpirit; then ſhall I teach thy ways to the wicked, 
and finners ſhall be converted unto thee, Pal. Ii. 12 
and 13. Who will riſe up with me againſt the 
wicked, or who will take my part againſt the evil 
doers, Pſal. xciv. 15. Not that I expoſed this to the 
view of the world, for vain glory or for any good 
conceit or opinion of myſelf, as he knoweth that 
knoweth all things, but chiefly for the honour. of 
God, that if it pleaſe the Lord to give a bleſſing to 
it, ſinn:zrs, even ſuch as fit in darkneſs and in the 
ſhadow of death, might be moved to repentance, I 
have then my defire, and I doubt not but will be 
hereby manifeſt to all ſuch as have a mind to ſee, and 
are not wilfully reſolved to loſe the way to ſalvation, 
and their ſouls together, by ſhutting up their' eyes 
againſt jo plain a diſcovery of fo great a danger; and 
it this helps us to repentance, - I heartily deſire all 
fincere chr ſtians, laity as well as clergy,. to ſtand by 
me, and aſſiſt me in defending the cauſe of God and 
his re igion, alfo,. by their prayers. and their lives, 
ſhaming and confounding our. common. Libertines 
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Work is laid, whieh I have be 
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the firſt and the laſt, and drawing down the divine 
upon me and themſelves by all three. 


Thus far I hope all is well: the foundation of the 
with a pious deſign 
and! undertaken, partly out of the love and duty 
owe the great God, and alſo all mankind; and 
therefore they are not laid in mouldring mortar, nor 
raiſed with fading ſtone, but ſtrong at heaven's ex- 
pence, and firm as God's own art and ſkill can make 
them, ſuch as he himſelf ſpeaks 'of in the Goſpel, 
Matth. vii. 25. which neither boiſterous winds can 
ſhake, nor deluges overturn, nor waſhing rains 
throw down; for ſince the hand as it were of the ſa- 
cred volumes has ordered the work and the cement of 
the holy ſcriptures, as joined it, tis of neceſſity, 
that through the aſſiſtance of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, 
this ſhould be as laſting as the firm. materials which 
compoſe the building; and therefore it gains this 
ſtrength: from its originals, and can never be pulled 
down. fo. long as they are ſafe; for as in earthly 
buildings none can throw down the walls unleſs he 
moves the ſtones and mortar, ſo none can ſtir the 
building I have raiſed, unleſs he firſt deſtroys that of 
which it is made and perfected, which being not to 
be weakened by any means whatever, I may very 
well preſume upon the ſtability of the bu.lding, ſince 


its bottom is laid on immortal ſupporters :. and as it 


has been my endeavour on the one hand not to flatter 
finners, ſo on the other I nave been careful not to 
fill the minds of any with unneceſſary fears and. 
ſeruples with reſpect to their duty, which: ought to 
be the practice of their whole lives; and likewiſe I 
have ſpared no pains to render this little manual as 
generally uſeful as can be expected in a book cf this 
kind; yet as the beſt performances have their im- 
perfections, ſo this to be ſure is not without ſome 


great ones: however, I hope there are none ſo ma- 
terial, 
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terial, but what a chriſtian may overlook for the ſake 
of that God, which is intended by it; and, as I faid 
before, this being collected from the Old and New 
Teſtament, which being the word of God, ſo ex- 
cellent, it therefore may reaſonably be expected, that 
the whole will be the more acceptable on that ac- 
count. And now let us give the praiſe to him from 
whom all good cometh, who worketh in us the will 
and the deed, to whom be praiſe and honour, for 
ever and ever. AMEN. 
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Made uſe of in the following 
Treatiſe, viz. 


Archbiſhop Tillotſon. 
Archbiſhop Tenniſon. 
Archbiſhop Sharpe. 
Archbiſhop King, of Dublin. 
Biſhop Beveridge 

Biſhop Stillin + oy 

Biſhop Wilkins. 

Biſhop Sanderſon. 

Biſhop Taylor. 

Biſhop Dawes. 

Biſhop Patrick. 

Biſhop Moore. 

Biſhop Blackhall. 

Biſhop Bramhall. Dr. 
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Dr. Sherlock. 
Dr. Goodman. 
Dr. Payne. 
Dr. Francis Atterbury. 
Dr. Hornock. 
Dr. Calamy. 
Dr. Lucas. 
Dr. Wake, 
Dr. Scott. 
Dr. Stanhope. 
Dr. Hammond. 
Dr. Trapp. 
Mr. Norris. oh 
Sir Matthew Hale. 
Mr. Nelſon. 
Mr. Thomas Boſton. 
Rev. Mr. Warren. 
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Sir Edwyn Sandys, Kt. by 
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Eiken Baſilicon. 
The pious and moſt learned Salvian. 
Rev, Mr. William Burkitt, M. A. 


Libertiniſm Diſſected, &c. 


PART ]. 


* W P 


HIS li tle book contains inſtructions how to 
live a good life, both for old and young: alſo 
are added, rewards for the good, and puniſh- 
ments for the bad, taken out of holy writ, collected 
from the Old and New Teſtament, to encourage us 
in well doing, in order to hold out to the end, and 
then to receive a crown of glory, which is promied 
and prepared for all ſuch, from the beginning of the 
world. Fog F 
He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good; and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, hut to do juſtly, 
and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God. Micha. vi. 8. | 
Queſt. What reward ſhall they have, who doth 
theſe things ? | 
Anſw. They ſhall inherit eternal life, throu 
Chriſt, for without holineis no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord, 
For 


»* ug 
w w _————— 
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3 | 
For God ſhall bring every work into judgment 
with every ſecret thing, whether it be ous or whe- 


ther 4t be evil, 

Then bleſſed are they which do hunger and thirſt 
after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall. be filled : bleſſed 
are the merciful, for they ſhall obrain mercy : bleſſed 
are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God : bleſſed 
are the, peace-makers, for they ſhall be called the 
children of God. 

Rejoice then, and be exceeding glad, for great is 
your reward in heaven. 

Therefore, my ſon, forget not my law, but let 
thine heart keep my commandments, for length of 


_ and long life, and peace ſhall they add to thee. 


et not mercy and truth forſake thee, bind them 
about thy neck, write them upon the table of thine 
heart, ſo ſhall "thou find favour and good under- 
ſtanding in the fight of God and man. 
Truſt in the Lord with all thine heart, and lean 
not unto thine own underſtanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he ſhall 


direct thy paths. 
Be not wiſe in thine own eyes; fear the Lord, 


and depart from evil. 

Then happy is the man that getteth underſtand- 
ing, and ferveth the Lord, for in doing it is plea- 
fantneſs, and all his paths are peace.; fur wiſdom is 
a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her, and 
happy is every one that retaineth her. 

hen how good it is to truſt and ſerve the Living 
Lord, the God of Shadrach, Meſhech, and Abed- 
nego; and how ſtrong their faith wos, that their God 
would fave them, in whom they truſted, and ſo they 
refuſed to worſhip the falſe Gods, neither would 
they worſhip the golden image which Nebuchad- 


nezzar had ſet up; and ſo, according to their faith, 


they were delivered from the burning fiery furnace, 


nor was an hair of their head ſinged; (hey feared 
not 


(17) 
not them which ſtrove to kill the body, but were not 
able to kill the foul, but they rather feared him which 
was able to defiroy both body and ſoul in hell. 

Then rejoice in the Lord alway ; and agam L fa 1 
rejoice; pray preſs toward the mark for the prize 
the high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and ſet your 
affections on things above, not on things on the earth. 

Then woe to him that increaſeth that which 18 
not his, for what ſhall it profit a man, if he fhoal 
gain the whole world, and loſe his own foul ? # 

For the day of the Lord is great and terrible, 'and 
who can abide it? | IC 

Then lay not up for yourſelves treaſures upon 
earth, where moth and ruſt doth corrupt, and where 
thieves break through and ſteal ; but lay up for your- 
ſelves treafures in heaven, where neither moth nor 
ruſt doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 
through nor fteal ; for where your treafure is, there 
will your heart be alſo : but ſeek ye firft the kingdom 
of God and his Righteouſneſs, and all theie things 
fha!l be added unto you, ONT. 
Therefore be not weary in well doing, for the 
eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his cars 
are open unto their prayers; but the face of the 
Lord is againſt thein that do evil, for the Lord im- 

felt ſhall de ſcend trom heaven with a fhout, with the 
voice of the archangel, and with che trump of God, 
and the dead in Chriſt ſhall rye firſt. Then we that 
zre alive and remain thall be caught up together 'with 
mem in the clouds, to meet the L rd in the air, and 
lo ſhall we ever be with the Lord. MT: gh 

Wherefore comfort one another with thefe words, 
and to you who are trouble ref with us when the 
Lord jeſus ſhall 15 revealed from heaven, wn bis. 
mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance or 
them e, not God, and that obey not. thÞ 
goſpel of our Lord Jefus Chriit ; who ſhall. be pu- 
niſhed with everlaſting deſtruction from the — 4 


TI (18 ) 
of the Lord, and from the glory of his power ; for 
when the chief ſhepherd ſhall appear, the good ſhall 
receive a ctown of glory that fadeth not away, for 
every man will be judged according to his works; 
for it is appointed unto men, once. to die, but after 
this the judgment. | 
But the fearful and unbelieving, and the abomi- 
nable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and ſor- 
cerers and 1dolaters, and all liars, ſhall have their 
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brim- 
ſtone, which is the ſecond death; and whoſoever 
is not found written in the book of life will be caſt 
into the fire. | 3 
Now who is wiſe and he ſhall underſtand theſe 
things, prudent, and he ſhall know them, for the 
ways of the Lord are right, and the juſt ſhall walk 
in them; but the tranſgreſſors ſhall 1all therein. 
Then ftrive to enter in at the ſtrait gate, for wide 
is the gate, and broad is the way that leadeth to 
deſtruction, and many there be which go in thereat, 
becauſe ſtraight is the gate, and narrow is the way 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it. 
For not unto every one that ſaith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but 
he that doeth the will of my Father which is in hea- 
ven, for I am not come to call the righteous, but ſin- 
ners to repentance, | 
For the time is come, that judgment muſt begin at 
the houſe of God; and if it firſt begin at us, u hat 
: 2 the end be of them, that obey not the goſpel of 
—_ a 
And if the Righteous ſcarce'y be ſaved, where 

ſhall the ungodly and the ſinner appear? 

And therefore all things whatſoever ye would that 
men ſhould co unto you, do ye even ſo to them, for 
this is the law and the prophets. _ 

Then woe to them that callevil good, and good 
evil ; that put darkneſs for light, and light for _ 
o naeſi; 


(19) 
neſs; and put bitter for ſweet, and ſweet for bit- 
ter: and although favour be ſhewed to theſe wicked, 
yet will they not learn righteouſneſs in the land of 
uprightneſs, and they will {till deal unjuſtly, and _ 
not behold the majeſty of the Lord. 

Therefore he that made them will not have r 
on them, and he that formed them will ſnew them 
no favour; for the wicked ſhall be turned into hell, 
and all the people that forget God. 

For at the end of the world the angels ſhatbeninle 
forth, and ſever the wicked from amone the juſt, 
and ſhall caft them into the furnace of fire, there _ 
be wailing and gnaſhing of teeth. . 

But if the wicked will forſake his way, and the un- 

teous man his thoughts, and let him return unto 
as Lord, he will have mercy upon him, and to 
our God, fr he will abundantly pardon him. 

Then come unto me all that travail, and are heavy 
laden, and I will refreſh you; for my thoughts are 
not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, 
faith the Lord ; for if thou turn away thy foot from 
the Sabbath, from doing thy pleaſure on my holy 
day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy of the 
Lord; honourable, and ſhall honour me, not doing 
thine-own ways, nor finding thine oven pleaſure, nor 
fpeaking thine own words: then ſhall thou delight 
thyelf in the Lord, and he will cauſe thee to ride 


7 upon the high places of the earth, and feed thee 


with the heritage of Jacob thy father ; ; for the mouth 
of the Lord hath ſpoken it; and thus faith the Lord, 
Stand ye in the ways, and aſk for the old paths, 
where 1s the good way, . and walk there:n, and ye 
ſhell find reſt for your fouls; but they faid, we will 
not walk therein. 

But this thing commanded I them, ſaying, Obey 
my voice, and I will be your God, and ye ſhall be 
my people, and walk ye in all the ways that I have 


eommanded you, that it may be well with you, for 
C 2 mine 


(20) 
mine eyes are upon all their ways; they are not hid 
from my face, neither 1 is their iniquity hid from mine 


Y Dherelore with the wicked there 13 no fine of God 
before their eyes, for the wicked are like 'the troubled 
ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up mire 
and dirt: there is no peace, faith my God to the 
wicked, then will yeſteal, murder and commit adul- 
tery, and ſwear falſly, and burn incenſe unto Baal, 

and walk after — Gods, whom ye know not; 
therefore is the anger of the Lord kindled againſt 


this people, and he will execute great vengeance up- 


on them, with furious rebukes, and they ſhall know 


that he is the Lord, when he ſhall lay his vengeance 


upon them ; and then ſhall the wicked cry unto the 


Lord, bur he will not hear them, he will even hide- 
his face from them at the time that they have be- 


haved themſelves ill in their, doings. 
Though the Lord is flow to anger, yet he is great 
in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked, for 


the Lord will take vengeance on his adverſaries, and. 


he reſerveth wrath for his enemies. | 
Who then can ſtand before his indignation, and 
who can abide in the fierceneſs of his anger? 


Duc ifthe wicked wil ire rom alt his Gans that be 


hath committed, and keep all my ſtatutes, and do 
that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely live ; he 


mall not die: for I have no pleaſure in the death of 


him that dieth, faith the Lord God. 

Wherefore turn yourſelves and live ye; but ye 
have faid it is vain to ſerve God ; and what profit is 
it that we have kept his ordinance, and that we have 
walked mournfully before the Lord of Hoſts ? 

But I will come near to you to judgment, and 1 
will be a ſwift wineſs againſt the ſorcerers, and 
againſt the adulterers and falſe ſwearers, and againſt 


thoſe that oppreſs the hireling in his wages, the wi- 
dow and the fatherleſs, and that turn aide the ſtran- 


ger 


( 21 ) 
er from his rights. And fear not me, ſaith the 
ord of Hoſts; but if the wicked will turn from all 

his ſins that he hath committed, and keep all my ſta- 
tutes, and do that which is lawful and right, he ſhall 
ſurely live, he ſhall not die; all his tranſgreſſions that 
he hath committed they ſhall not be mentioned unto 
him ; in his righteouſneſs that he hath done he ſhall 
live. Have I any pleafure at all that the wicked 
ſhould die, faith the Lord God, and not that he 
ſhould retucn from his ways and live? But when the 
righteous turneth away from his righteouſneſs, and 
committeth iniquity, and doeth according to all the 
abominations that the wicked man doeth, ſhall. he 
live? All his righteouſneſs that he hath done ſhall 
not be mentioned in his treſpaſs that he hath treſ- 
paſſed, and in his fin that he hath ſinned; in them 
thall he die. Fra 
| Yet ye ſay the way of the Lord is not equal. 
Hear now, O Houle of Iſrael. Is not my way 
are not your ways unequal ? Li % 

Far God is not a man that he ſhould lie, neither 
the Son of Man that he ſhould repent. 

Hath he ſaid, and fhall he not do it; or hath he 
ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it ggod, immutable, 
without variableneſs or ſhadow of turning, the ſame 
yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. 

When a righteous man turneth away from his 
righteouſneſs, and committeth iniquity and dieth in 
_ for his iniquity that he hath done, ſhall he 

ie. | 

Again, when the wicked man turneth away from 
his wickedneſs that he hath committed, and doeth 
that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſave his ſoul 

alive. Becauſe he conſidereth and turneth away from 
all his tranſgreſſions that he hath committed, he ſhall 
0% live, he ſhall not die. | | 
that my ways were made ſo direct, that I might 
keep thy ſtatutes. | 
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(22) 
Ie is good thata man ſhould both hope and quietly 
wait for the ſalvation of the Lord. | 

And then ſhall ye return and diſcern between the 
righteous and the wicked, between: him that ſerveth 
God, and him that ſerveth him not. 

And know ye not, that the unrighteous hall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? 

'Then be not deceived, neither fornicators, .nor 
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminates, nor abu- 
ſers of themſelves with mankind, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor- 
tioners, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God. 

Tf God ſpared not the angels that ſinned, but caſt 
them — to hell, and delivered them into chains ot 
darkneſs, to be reſerved unto the judgment of the 
grant da 
W ul. But are they not judged, and puniſhed al- 
ready * 

Anſw. Yes, no doubt; but the full wrath of God 
will not be poured out upon them till the day of judg- 
ment. If they are now as full of fin as they can be, 
tis certain they are not ſo full of miſery and torment 
as they ſhall be; and though the angels were origi- 
nally created in an holy ſtate, yet are they not in an 
immutable ſtate; the freedom of their own wills was 
the cauſe of their ſin, and their fn the cauſe of their 
miſery; that for ſin they were caſt down to hell, where 
their miſery is much, but they expect more. 

Then if we do theſe things that : re but men, how 
can we expect vreater ſalvation than they? 

O conſider this, ye that forget God, leſt I pluck 
you away, and there be none to deliver you.. 

Wherefore then doth a living man complain, a 
man for the puniſhment of his fins ? 

And therefore he will execute judgment upon all 
that are ungodly, for their ungodly deeds which they 


have ungod!y committed; for we mult all appear 


before the judgment feat of Chriſt, that every one 
may 


(23) 
may receive the things done in his body, according 
to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad; but 
he that doth the will of God abiderh for ever. - 

For thus faith the Lord, Curſed be the man that 
truſteth in man, and maketh fleſh his arm, and 
whoſe heart departeth from the Lord ; for the heart 
is deceitful above all things, and deſperately wicked. 
Who can know it ? 

Therefore ſhall every good man ſing of thy priſe 
without ceaſing. 

O my God, I will give thanks unto thee for ever. 

Though great are the troubles of the righteous, 
yet the Lord delivereth him out of all. 

It is good then for a man that he bear the — in 
his youth, for the Lord will not caſt off for ever. 

But though he cauſe grief, yet will he have com- 
paſſion according to the multitude of his mercies ; 
for he doth not afflict willingly, nor grieve the chil- 
dren of men. 

Then who is he that ſaith, and it cometh to s, 
when the Lord commandeth it not, for out of the 
Moft High proceedeth not evil and good. 
Then let us ſearch and try our ways, and turn 

again to the Lord; and let us litt up our heart with 
our hands unto God in the heavens; for we have 
tran greſſed and have rebelled ; tizou haſt not par- 
doned, yet thou dreweſt near; in the day that 1 
called 1 — tliee, thou ſaidſt, Fear not. 

O Lord, thou haſt pleaded the cauſes of my ſoul ; 
thou haſt redeemed my life, 

O Lord, thou haſt ſeen my wrong, judge tx 
cauſe. 

The Lord i: a good ſtrong hold in the day of trou- 
bie, and he knoweth them that truſt in him. 

For our light affliction, wh ch is but ſor a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exce:ding and eternal 
weight of glory, while we look not at the thinzs 
which are ſeen, but at the thing which are not ſeen. 


For 


| = - 600 3 

For the things which are ſeen are temporal, but 
the things which are not ſeen are eternal. 

For. we know that if our earthly tabernacle were 
diſſolved, we have a building of God, a houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

Then tarry thou the Lord's leifure : be ſtrong, and 
he thalt comfort thine heart; and put thou thy truſt 
in the Lord, 

Heavineſs may endure for a night, but joy cometh 
in the morning. 

Then bleffed is the man that truſteth in the Lord, 
and whoſe hope the Lord is. 

The Lord is my portion, faith my foul, therefore 
will I hope in —4 ; for the Lord is good unto them 
that wait for bim, io the ſoul that ſeeketh him, 

Delight thou in the Lord, n he ſhall give thee 
ty heart's deſire. | 

L will put my truſt in God, nd will not fear whgt 
man can do unto me. 

Then ſcek ye after God, end your foul ſhall five; ; 
for who have we in heaven but thee? And'there is 
none upon earth that I deſire in compariſon of thee. 

O ſee that ſuch as ae in need and neceſſity have 
right. 
00 God, teach us to A our days, that we 
may apply our hearts unto wiſdom. 

fa the multitude of 'the ſorrows had in my heart, 
thy comforts have refreſhed my ſcul. I will take no 
wicked thing in hand. I hate the fins of unfaith- 
fulneſs. There ſhall no ſuch cleave unto nie. Mine 
eyes look upon ſuch as are iaithtul in the land, that 
tl.ey may dwell with me. I heretore, there ſhall no 
cc ceitfulſ per ſon dwell in my houſe. | 

Who is wife will ponder theſe things, and they 
hall underſtand the loving- kindneſs of the Lord. 

For the fear of the L:rd is the beginning of wiſ- 
dem; and lie that feareth him thall never be moved; 


for the Lord will increale you more aud more, you 
and 


( 25) 
and your children for the righteous ſhall be had in 
everlaſting remembrance : for he will bleſs them that 
fear him, both ſmall and great. But upon the un- 
godly, he ſhall rain ſnares, fire and brimſtone, ſtorm _ 
and tempeſt ; this ſhall be their portion to drink. 

Truſt ye then in the Lord for ever; for i in the 
Lord Jehovah is everlaſting ſtrength. _ | 

The way of the juſt is uprightneſs, Thou moſt 
upright doſt weigh the path of the juſt, 

With my ſoul have I deſired thee in the night yea, 
with my ſpirit within me will I ſeek thee early; for 
when thy judgments are in the earth, the inh ntants 
of the world will learn righteou ſaeſs. 

Then ſeek ye the Lord while he may be found, | 
call upon him while he is near. | 

The Lord hath chaſtened- and' correted me, but 
he hath not given me over unto death. 

My foul then deſpiſe not the chaſtening of the 
Lord, neither be wary of his cotrection: for whom 
the Lord loveth he correcteth, even as a father 
ſon in whom he delighteth : for before I was trqu- 
bled, I went wrong; therefore it is good for me that 
I have been in trouble, that I may learn thy ſtatutes, 

But if the Lord' is on my ſide, I will not fear what 
man can do unto me: for it is better ta truſt in a 4 
Lord, than to put any contidence in princes. | 

Therefore, give thanks unto the Lord, for, he . 
is gfacious, and his mercy encureth for ever. 

or I have had as great delight in the way of thy. 
teſtimonies, as in all manner'of riches.. 
And ſtill, O Lord, incline my heart unto . thy te. 
ſtimonies, and not covetouſneſs, and that will be 
comfort in my trouble; for if my delight. had A 
been in thy law, I ſhould have periſhed in niy trou- 
ble. Through thy commandments I get bat 
ſtanding: therefore I hate all evil ways. | 

Though the ungodly have laid a ſnare for. me, yet 

[ ſwerved not from thy . for they — 
| L 
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the very joy of my heart: I hate them that imagine 
evil things; but thy law do I Jove, 


Away then from me ye wicked, 1 will keep tho 
nns „ God. 
O grant me underſtanding, that I may know 
3 and that all falle ways I may utterly 2 
= 
O deliver me from the wrongful dealings of men, 
and ſo I ſhall keep thy commandments. 
Trouble and heavineſs have taken hold upon me, 
yet is my delight in thy commandments; for in thy 
word is my truſt: for every thing ſhall work toge- 
ther for good to thoſe that love God. 
O then conſider mine adverſity, avenge: thou uy 


| ene, and deliver me. 


Great i is the peace they have who love thy law 3 for 
when I was in trouble I called upon. the Lord, and 


ne heard me. 


They that ſow in tears ſhall reap in joy, and be 
that now goeth on his way weeping, and beareth 
forth good' ſeed, ſhall doubtleſs come again with 
Jer. : for when I called upon thee thou heardeſt me, 
and enduedſt my foul with much ſtrength: and 
I walk in the midſt of trouble, yet. Galt thou 
ee ::: 

Deliver me, O Lord, 3 the evil man, and pre- 
—— me ſrom the wicked man. 

O let not the ungodly have his dere, O Lord, let 
not his miſchievous imaginations proſper. 

Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth, and keep 


| the door of my lips. 


O let not my heart be inclined to any evil thing, 
for in thee is my truſt. 
O Lord æeep me from the ſnare that they have 


id for me, and from the traps of the wicked doers, 


and let me ever eſcape them. 

O Lord teach me to do the things that pleaſeth 
thee, for You! art my ( God; and for thy — 
. * ; 4 
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(27) Ty 
ſake bring my ſoul out of trouble; for it is thee in 
whom I truſt, Then bleſſed are the proges Who 
have the Lord for their God. 

Therefore I will magnify thee, O God my king, 
and I will praiſe thy name for ever and ever. * 
For the Lordi is righteous in all his ways, and holy 
in all his works, and he will fulfill the deſire of them. | 
that fear him : he alſo will hear their ery, and will 
help them; for the Lord preſetveth all them that. 
love him, but ſcattereth abroad all the „ He 
alſo helpeth them to right that ſuffer wrong. " 
The right hand ot the Lord bringeth m 
things to paſs; for he hath ſaid, a new heart alſow 
I give you, and a new "ſpirit ! wilt put within you; 
and ] will take away the * heart out of your fleſh, 
and I will pour my ſpirit within you, and cauſe” 
to walk in my ſtatutes; and ye ſhall keep my judg- 
men: and do: them, and ye ſhall dwell in the land 
that I gave to your fathers, and ye ſhall be my p 
and I will be your God: for many ſhall'be- 
and made white and tried; but the wicked al 40 
wickedly, and none of the wicked ſhall underſtand ; 
but the wiſe ſha]! underſtand.: for will the Lord be 
pteaſed with thoufands of rams, or with ten thou- 
 fands of rivers of oil? Shall I give my firſt born for 
my yarns apron he the fruit of my body,” for the ſin of 
my oui ? 

Therefore, let us Jive ſoberly; ri righteouſly [and 
godly in this preſent world: for he that -liveth by 
ith looks for a city which hath foundations, who 

builder and maker is Gd. 
And who is wiſe and they mall underſtand theſe 
things, prudent and he ſhall know: them? 
For the ways of the Lord are right, and the juſt 


mall walk in them, but the neben ſhall fall 
therein. 
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(28): 
But they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs 
of the firmament, and they that turn many to rich- 
teouſneſs as the ſtars for ever and ever. 
But many of them that ſleep in the duſt of the 
earth ſhall awake, for à voice ſhall call and fay, 
Awake ye that ſleep in the duſt, and come to judg- 


ment, ſome to everlafting life, and ſome to thame 


and everlaſting contempt. 

Then behold, now is the accepted time : behold, 

now is the da of ſalvation, wherein, if we unfeign- 

Tod, and turn to him by true repent- 
—_ we ſhall be fure to be accepted, pardoned and 
laved, 

For behold, now is the accepted time, for with 
us there is ſuch a ſeaſon of time, and day of ſalva- 
fion, and that is the preſent time. And firſt, in re- 

ect of the fallen angels, who never had fuch a ſea- 

of time allotted them. Alas! they committed 
but one ſin againſt God, and that but only in thought, 
and yet, for that one ſin they were thruſt out of hea- 


ven; the 5 being once fallen had never a day of ſal- 


vation offered them; they had never one moment of 
time allotted them. 
Therefore, then caſt away "a you all your tranſ- 


: greſſions whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, and make 


vou 3 new heart and a new ſpirit: for why will ye 
die, O Houſe of Iſrael? 


For- if any man fin, we have an advocate with the 
F ather, Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and he is the pro- 
Pitiation, for our fins. 

For I have. no pleaſure in the death of him that 


- dieth, ſaith the Lord God. 


Wherefore, turn yourſelves and live ye, turn thou 
to thy God, keep mercy and judgment, and wait on 
thy God continually, and God ſhall my away all 
tears from thine eyes, 


3 | 


And 


right hand, but the goats on the left. 


joy in the God o 


( 29 ) 
And when the Son of Man fhall come in his glory, 
and all the holy angels with him, then ſhall he f11 
upon the throne of his glory, and before -him/ſhall 
be gathered all nations, and he ſhall * them 
one from another; and he ſhall ſet the ſheep on his 


Then ſhall the King ſay unto them on the right 


hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my father, inherit the 


kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 
the world. 

Then ſhall he fay alſo unto them on the left hand, 
Depart from me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. 

And theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting puniſh- 
ment, but the Righteous into life eternal. ? 

But if the wicked will turn from all his fins that he 
hath committed, and keep all my ſtatutes, and do 


that which is lawful and right, he ſhall ſurely Jive, 


he ſhall not die. 
And although the fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, nei- 
ther ſhall fruit be in the vine, the labour of the olive 


mall fail, and the fields ſhall yield no meat, the flock 


ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there ſnhall be no 
herd in the ſtall; m I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 

my falvation, looking for that 
bleſſed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great 
God, and our Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt : and then I may, 


ſay with St. Paul, If I keep all theſe flatutes, I have 


fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I 
have kept the faith, Henceforth there is Jaid up for 
me a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord the 
righteous judge ſhall give me at that day: and not to- 
me only, but unto them alſo that love his. appearing. 
Then happy are the people that are in ſuch a caſe; 
yea, bleſſed are the people who have the Lord for 
their God, 

Therefore go thy way, eat thy bread with a merry. 
heart, for God now accepteth thy works. FOR 


SIP (30) $3 
O moſt glorious and ever bleſſed Lord God; in 
whoſe preſence is fullneſs of joy, and at whoſe right 
hand there are pleaſures for evermore. And now to 
the only wiſe God our Saviour be glory and majeſty, 
and dominion: and power, both now and ever.. 


Anen. 
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HAVE collected this ſmall Treatiſe, and I prove 
what I aſſert out of the Old and New Teſta. 

ment, by texts of ſcripture, which I alledge much 
to my purpoſe, and which comes up very well to the 
ſuhject in hand; and you may be convinced that my 
main end is to cry down and declaim againſt the 
manners and immoralities of this age, which I do 
with all poſſible ſtrength that God 'hath given me, 
deſcribing the common irregularities and. the terrible 
corrupt manners of the people, and the aſtogiſhing 
uncleanneſs of the theaties and play-houſes, Ellis 

Dupm, Cent. 5. | | 

This laſt part I collected out of the writings of that 
moſt eloquent, learned and pious Salvian, biſhop of 
Marſeille, who lived in the 5th century. He lays 
plays are the deluders of our hopes, cheats of lite, 
and the repaſt of the devil; for there the ſalvation of 
cariftian people is deſtroyed, and the majeſty of God 
E prophaned ; 
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HAVE collected this ſmall Treatiſe, and I 2 
1 what I aſſert out of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment, by texts of ſcripture, which I alledge much 
to my purpoſe, and which comes up very well to the 
ſuhject in hand; and you may be convinced that my 
main end is to cry down and declaim againſt the 
manners and immoralities of this age, which I do 
with all poſſible ſtrength that God 'hath given. me, 
deſcribing the common irregularities and. the terrible 
corrupt manners of the people, and the aſtoniſhing 
uncleanneſs of the theatres and play-houſes, Ellis 

Dupm, Cent. 5. | 
This laſt part I collected out of the writings of that 
moſt eloquent, learned and pious Salvian, biſhop of 
Marſeille, who lived in the 5th century. He ſays, 
plays are the deluders of our hopes, cheats of lite, 
and the repaſt of the devil; for there the ſalvation of 
chriſtian people is deſtroyed, and th2 majeſty of God 
E . prophaned ; 


+, 


( 34 ) 

prophaned ; nay, all the devils in hell, adds this 
author, are in every one of the places dedicated to 
their worſhip, He faith the theatres have in them 
the repaſt of the devil: they are an abuſe to God; 
and that ſpectators are culpable alike, as thoſe who 
ſee them do approve and ſee them willingly, What 
doth Chriſtians proteſs in their baptiſm ? They vow 
to renounce the devil: his pomps and ſhews, even 
according to our own proteſiion, are the works of the 
devil, and they that go there are tempted by him. 

The great and renowned Biſhop Tillotſon in par- 
ticular ſpeaks very warmly upon this ſubject, when 
he ſays, Some parents are ſuch monſters, I Had al- 
moſt ſaid devils, as not to know how to give good 
things to their children. Inſtead of bringing them 
to God's church, they bring them to the devil's 
chappels, to play-houſes and places of debauchery, 
thoſe ſchools and nurſeries of lewdneſs and vice. 


Read his Sermon on Education of children, p. 153. 
If the reader will peruſe this {mall book without pre- 


dages, he may reap that benefit by it which was de- 
ſigned him, and peruſe the following treatiſe with 
that care, temper and application of mind, as ſub- 


jects of this nature ought to be. 


I fhaJl, by way of introduction, endeavour to raiſe 
his thoughts and faculties, that they may bear ſome 
proportion to the ſubject. Here he mult not expect, 
what 1s the preſent ſhame and burthen of the preſs, 
to meet with any light and frothy diſcourſes, or 
empty, vain and uſeleſs ſpeculations, but the funda- 
mental pillar of religion, ſupported by grave, ſolid, 


and irrefragable arguments; and if the Reader hath 


nothing to pleaſe but a wiid fancy and roving appe- 


tite; it nothing can gratify him but lewd jeſts and 


unſavory ribaldry, he will be here may out of 
his way; but if he knows how to reliſh clear and 
convincing reafons ; if he can be affected with the 
noble 


(35) 


noble truths of religion; in ſhort, if he brings his 
judgment and conſcience along with him, the au- 
thor will never Joſe his pains, nor the reader his pro- 


fit, for | 


1. The ſubje& matter of the following book is al- 
ways ſeaſonable, fit for all times and all perſons ;' 


that God governs the world, ſuperintends all the af- 


fairs of it, that they are not ordered and managed” 


by blind chance, fatal neceſſity or the will of man, 
but by an all-wiſe and omnipotent governor, who 
fits at the helm, guides and directs the whole uni- 


verſe, and all the parts and branches of it. Ina 


word, that God is Judge himſelf, Judge here as 
well as hereafter, and exerciſeth a {overeiga and ju- 
dicial power in the whole adminiſtration of this 
world, | 

This, I fay, is a doctrine not calculated for times 
and ſeaſons, for an age or peculiar people, but is 
adopted to the whole world, neceffary for all times, 
perions, nations and languages, 'tis the foundation 
ct all mens prayers, the firſt reaſorr of all that wor- 


ſhip and homage, which hath every where been paid 


to the M-ſt High God; for no man would, no man 
reaſ nably could pray to that being, who he thought 
did not hear, or neglect, or not concern himſelf with 
what was done upon earth. So if this, as l have 


lard, he tightly ſtated, and duly obſerved, it pro- 


duceth in abundance the fruits of holineſs and true 
piety ; and for this I ſhail refer the reader to the book 
itſelt, where he will find this uſeful doRrine plainly 
atl-rred and convincingly proved, without being en- 
dangered or tempted to ſet up God's providence in 
contradiction to his laws. When this doctrine is 
denied either in direct terms or by necellary conſe- 
quence, this I take :o he the moſt irrational and ſenſe- 
I:fs opini en in the whole world, and even more ab- 
ſurd than atheiſm itſelf; for the denial of Providence 
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proceeds upon the ſuppoſition of the being of a God, 
and to believe a God, and at the ſame time to deny 


his providence, carries with it a thouſand contra- 


dictions; for it is impoſſible to have any conception 
of God, but at the fame time to include Providence, 


and God's ſovereign power in the world, 


However, ſeeing we are got into an age where 
every thing is diſputed, ſeeing our Engliſh nation is 
ered with a ſort of men who are reſolved to call 
themſelves maſters of ſenſe and reaſon, though of far 
more arrogance than comprehenſion, it ſeems rea- 
ſonable and juſt to our countrymen, that the anti- 
dote ſhould be proportioned to the poiſon. And 


 hereI muſt again refer the reader to the book; and 


if he comes prepared to receive either truth or reaſon, 
let him read it with judgment and diſcretion ; | and 
then ur —— or Anti- providentialiſt 
if he can. When there is a general corruption in 
men's manners, this in ſeripture language is called 


„ 


living without God in the world, and it certainly is 


ſo, ſo far as mortals can live without God. When 


be is neglected, his laws violated, and man lives as 


if he had no other concern with the governor of the 


world, but to deſpiſe and affront him: when un- 
cleanneſs, inceſt, ſodomy, perjury, violence, op- 


preſſion, unnaturalneſs reign, I would ſay in every 


corner, but that ſuppoſes ſome degree of ſname and 


modeſty; ſome awe men at leaſt, if none of God; 


but when vice grows bold and rampant, is above 
reproof and ſcorn, when it hath its advocates and 
', Pleaders, is turned into principles and arguments, 
this is the higheſt aggravation of the higheſt crimes. 
Ts ſuperfluous to ſpeak of pride, luxury, fraud, 


extortion, calumny, uncharitableneſs, which may 
paſs for virtues in compariſon of ſome impieties, and 


to this purpoſe I might mention hereſy and ſchiſm ; 
for theſe ſuppoſe ſome religion, which in ſome ages 
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of the world is not eaſy to be found. Now, how 
far, and in what inſtances theſe charaQters ſuit with 
the preſent Engliſh nation, is not for me to deter- 
mine; and therefore, without coming to particulars, 
certain I am, that in a looſe and vicious age, all the 
reſtraints of religion are what overwhelms the world; 
and would to God they were all ſufficient, | 

This fingle doctrine before us hath a mighty effi- 
cacy to this purpoſe; and if it were planted in our 
hearts, and rivited by frequent and ſerious medita- 
tions, this alone would be ſufficient to curb the in- 
folence and licentiouſneſs of fin, to humble the 
proudeſt ſinner, and bring him to utter ſhame and 
. confuſion of face. For let men be minded, let them 
believe it, let them always think of it, that God 
ſees, and is preſent with their thoughts and contri- 


vances, as well as with their actual commiſſion of 


wickedneſs; that he will judge them for it both here 
and hereafter; that ſo many ſteps of villainy are jo 
many degrees nearer to vengeance; that. thereby we 
are preparing ourſelves for the plagues of this and 
the other world: and if after this we can ſtill obſti- 
nately purſue iniquity; if we can defy God to his very 
face, and practice all manner of outrages and abo- 
minations in his preſence, our iniquities ripen apace, 
and the meaſure of them ſeems very niah filling up. 
And how much ſoever we may deſpiſe or neglect 
this doctrine, we are in the ready way to feel it to our 
coſt, and to become viſible objects of it, and exam- 
— to others. When men pretend to believe the 
ivine Providence, and at the fame time live ina 
_ conſtant and perpetual contradiction to ſuch belief, 
as indeed all finners do; but that which I chiefly aim 
at is, when men ſhall take ungodly and unwarrant- 
able methods to ſave themſelves, or to accomp!'iſh 
their ends; this is a practice apparently inconſiſtent 
with the belief of God's Providence. If any man 
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ſteps out of God's 5 to preſerve himſelf, or to 
bring about his deſigns, whatever he pretends, he 
does not in truth believe God's Prov dence, nor dare 
he truſt him. If in a viſible proſpect of danger, or 
inconvenience to our perſons or intereſts, we ſhall 
baſely abandon our conſciences and break in upon 


the laws of righteouſneſs, for to get a little ſecurity, 


or to prevent a threatening ſtorm; if we can take 
unſanctified courſes to be rich, great, honourable, 
or ſafe; if we can trifle with relig. on f.r temporal 
ends, and make hypocriſy a guard and ſanctuary; in 
fine, if we can do evil to prevent ſuffering it, and 
make bold with God to keep ourſelves eaſy, quiet or 
flouriſhing in this world, inſtead of believing, we 
diſtruſt God's Providence, and forfeit his protection 
we abandon our beit ſecurity, and take our cauſe 
into our own hands; we: foriake Providence, and 
are reſolved to ſhift for ourſelves. | 

Now in ſuch cates as theſe, and God only knows 
how many ſuch caſes there are among us, the only 
way to recall us to a ſteady and uniform dependance 
upon God, and to make us act regularly in contor- 
mity to it, is to gain firm and ſteadfaſt belief of it in 
our hearts; for while 'tis on! ly a nction in our heads, 
tis like a problem or ſchool queſtion, it ferves for 
talk and diſpute, but not to live by; but 'tis then 
only ſerviceable to the end of religi n, when it; be- 
comes a principle of life, governs the Whole man, 


dlirects our practices, ant whatſoever we do is one 
way or other guided and determined by it; and the 


moſt proper way, next to the grace of God and fre 
quent prayer to him, for the obtaininz this i is, to 
apply ourſelves honeſtly and carefully to the reading 
ſuch diſcourſe; as may rationally convince us of the 
truth of it; for though I conceive that no man, ho 
WIII give himfclf liberty to be ſerious and to contider, 
and whoſe underſtanding | is not cicuded w th vile 

| luſis 
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tuſts and affections, can poſſibly doubt it; yet ſee- 
it; yet ſeeing we are too apt to forget and neglect, 
even what we know ; ſeeing we want a monitor and 
remembrance in the plaineſt things in the world, one 
would think no man need to be told that he ſhall 
die, that he carries his breath in his noſtrils, and is 
making haſte to the duſt; and yet, notwithſtanding 
the ſeaſible decays which we feel in ourſelves, not- 
withſtanding ' the innumerable experiments we. daily 
ſee before our eyes, how few are there who believe it 
ſo; believe it, as to make it a practice, and behave 
themſelves as becomes mortal and periſhing beings ; 
and though he knows this, his time is uncertain, 
yet moſt certainly it will come, and that within the 
compaſs of no long time, though the time of our 
lite might be protracted to its longeſt period, that it 
is ten thouſand to one that it exceeds not fourſcore 
years, Where one man attains to that age, ten thou- 
ſand die before it: and this lecture is read unto us 
by the many caſualties and diſeaſes that put a period 
to the lives of many in our own experience and ob- 
tervation, by the many warning monitions of mor- 
tality that every man finds in himſelf either by the 
occurrences ot diſeaſes and weakneſſes, and eſpeci- 
ally by the dec] nations that are apparent in us, if we 
-attain any conſiderable age. This is clearly evinced 
by the weekly bills of mortality in London, where 
there are ordinarily taken away three hundred perſons. 
The monuments and graves in every church and 
church-yard do not only evince the truth of it, 
whereof no man of underſtanding doubts, but do 
inceſſantly. incuicare the rememiirance of it; and 
yet it is ſtrange to lee that ths great truth is little 
conſidered or thought upon by the greater part of 
mankind : but nowitatunding all tieſe monitions 
anc remembrances of mortality, the living lay it not 
to heart, and look upon it as a butine(s that little 
Rs concerns 
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concerns. them, as if they were not concerned in this 
common condition of mankind, and as if the con- 
dition of mortality only concerned them that actually 
die, or are under the immediate harbinger of it, 
ſome deſperate or acute diſeaſes, but concerned not 
them that are at preſent in health, or not under the 
ſtroke of a mortal ſickneſs. The reaſons of this in- 
conſiderateneſs ſeem principally theſe : 

1. That men are not willing to entertain the un- 
welcome thoughts of their own, latter end, the re- 


flection whereof is ſo unwelcome and troubleſome, 


that it ſeems to blaſt and. diſparage all thoſe prefent 
enjoyments of ſenſe that this life affords, whereby it 
comes to pals, that as death is unwelcome when it 
draws near, ſo the thoughts and apprehenſions of it 


become as unwelcome as the thing itſelf. 


2. A vain fooliſh conceit that the conſideration 


our latter end is a kind of preſage and invitation of 


it; and upon this account I have known many ſu- 

itiouſly and fooliſhly to forbear making of their 
wills, becauſe it ſeemed to them ominous, and a 
preſage of death; whereas this conſideration, tho' 
it fits 2nd prepares a man for death, it doth no way 
haſten or preſage it : therefore we cannot abhor nor 
fly from death ſo cowardly, if we be rightly per- 
ſuaded as we ought that God hath limited the time 
and appointed the manner of cur death : that which 
cauſes us to complain of this laſt enemy is a conti- 
nual eye that we have fixed upon the power of the 
fleſh, and a too great confidence upon ſecond cauſes, 
We are like the dog that bites at the ſtone that ſtrikes. 
him, for we commonrly curſe the means that God 
employs to call and withdraw us out of the world, 
a great difficulty that ordinarily attends our human 
condition; to think otherwiſe concerning our con- 
dition than what at preſent we feel and find ourſelves, 
to think that a time muſt and will come, wherein we 
ſhall 
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thall be fick: we are now in life, and therefore we 
can hardly caſt our thoughts into ſuch a mould, to 
think we ſhall die; and hence it is true, as the com- 
mon proverb ſays, That there is no man ſo old but 
he thinks he ſhall live a year longer. Tis true man- 
kind are too much addicted to put off all thoughts of 
the evil day, but this is a folly of the worſt tendency, _ 
as i: occaſions all thoſe others that commonly attend 
our lives; therefore, the great means to cure this 
folly and to make us wiſe, is to conſider - our latter 
end. This wiſdom appears in thoſe excellent ef- 
fects it produceth, which are generally theſe two: 
1. It teacheth us to live well. | 
2. It teacheth us to die eaſily. | 
As to the former of theſe, the conſideration of our 
latter end doth in no ſort make our lives the ſhorter, 
but it is a great means to make our lives the better: 
it is a great monition and warning to us to avoid fin, 
and a great means to prevent it, when I ſhall conſider 
that certainly I muſt die, and I know not how ſoon : 
Bat it eaſily appears, that God hath numbered our 
days, and that by his wonderful and eternal wiſdom, 
he hath decreed the very hour and moment of every 
man's death: for befides what our Saviour Chriſt 
ſaith in general, that God hath reſerved the times and. 
the ſeaſons in his own power, Acts i. 7. Job tells us 
expreſoly, the days of man are determined, the num- 
ber of his months are with thee, thou haſt appointed 
his bounds that he cannot paſs, Job xiv. 5. Then 
why ſhould I commit thoie things that if they haſten 
not my latter end, yet they will make it more unealy 
and troubleſome, by the reflection upon what I have 
done amils ? I may die to moro, why. then ſhould. 
I do it to-day ? Perchance it may be the laſt act of 
my lite. | 1 
2. A great roti.e and means to put us upon the 
belt and moſt prontable improvement ef our time is, 
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that there are certain civil and natural actions of our 
lives that God Almighty hath indulged and allowed 
to us, and indeed commanded us with moderation 
to uſe, as the competent-ſupplies of our own natures, 
with moderation and ſobriety, the proviſions for our 
families, relations and dependants, . without cove- 
touſneſs or anxiety, the diligent and faithful walking 
in our callings, and diſcharge thereof; but there is 
alſo other bulineſs of greater importance, which is yet 
attainable, without injuring ourſelves, in thoſe com- 
mon concerns of our lives, namely, our knowledge 
of God and of his will, of the doctrine of our re- 


demption by Chriſt, our repentance of fins paſt, 


making and keeping our peace with God, acquaint- 
ing ourſelves with him, living to his glory, walking 
as in his preſence, praying to him, learning to de- 
pend upon him, rejoicing in him, walking thankful 
unto him; theſe, and ſuch like as theſe, are the great 
buſineſs and end of our lives, for which we enjoy 
them in this world, and they fit and prepare us for 
that-which is to come; and the conſideration that 
our lives are ſhort and uncertain, and that death will 
ſooner or later come, puts us upon this reſolution and 


practice, to do our great work while it is called to- 


day, becauſe the night cometh when no man can 
work. 

. Moſt certainly the nice conſideration of our 
latter end, and the employing ourſelves, upon that 
account, upon that one thing needful, renders lite 
the moſt contenting and comfortable life in the world; 
for as a man that is beforehand in the world hath a 


much more quiet life with reſpect to external, than 


he that is behindhand, ſo ſuch a man that takes his 
opportunity to gain a flock of grace and favour with 
God, that hath made his peace with his Maker, 


through Chriſt Jeſus, hath done a great part or the 


chi. f buſineſs of this life, and is ready upon ell oc- 
caſions, 
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eafions, for all conditions whereunto the Divine Pro- 
vidence hail aftign him, whether of life or death, 
of health or fickneſs, or poverty or riches, he is, 2s 
it were, beforehand in the buſineſs and concern of 
bis everlaſting, and of his preſent ſtate. Alſo, if 
God lends him longer life in this world, he comes 
on his great bufineſs to greater degrees of perlection, 
with eate, and without difficulty, trouble or pertur- 
bation ; but if the Almighty God cuts him ſhorter, 
and calls him to give an account of his ſtewardſhip, 
he 1s ready, his accounts are fair, and his buſineſs is 
not now to be gone about. Bleſſed-is that ſervant, 
whom his Freer, when he comes, mall find ſo do- 
ing. 

Secondly. As this conſideration makes life beter | 
fo . makes death eaſy. 

By frequent conſi.:eration of death and difolu- 
1 he is taught not to fear, if he is, as it were, 
acquainted with it beforehand, by often preparation 
tor it, The fear of death is more terrible than death 
it elf, and by frequent confideration thereof, a'man 
hath learned not to fear it. Even che Idren, by be- 
ing accuſtomed to what was at firſt terrible to them, 
learn not to fear. 

2. By frequent conſideration of our latter end, 
death comes to be no ſurprize unto us; the great 
terror of death is when it furprizeth a man unawares, 
but anticipation and preparation fer it takes away all 
poiſibility of ſurprize upon him chat is prepared i 
receive it. 

Biliiey he Martyr was uſed before his mareyrdih 
to put }iis finger in the candle, that fo. the flames 
might be no novelty to him, nor furprize him by 
realon of his being unacquainted with it, And he 
that often conſiders his latter end feems to experi- 
ence death before it comes, whereby he is neither 


ſup: ized nor affrighted with it when it comes. 
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3. The greateſt ſting and terror of death is, the 


unrepented ſins of a paſt life, the reflection of which 


is the ſtrength, the elixir, the venom of death it- 
ſelf. He therefore that wiſely conſiders his latter 
end, takes care to make his peace with God, in his 
life-time, and by true faith and repentance to get his 
pardon ſealed, to enter into covenant with his Ged, 
and to keep it ; to huſband his time in the fear ot 
God, obſerve his will, and keep his laws, to have 
his conſcience clean and clear; and being thus pre- 
pared, the malignity of death is cured, the bitter- 
neſs of it healed, and the fear of it removed. But 
that which above all makes death eaſy to ſuch a con- 
ſidering man is this, that by the help of this conſide- 
ration and due improvement of it, as is before ſhewn, 
death to fuch a man becomes n thing elſe but a gate 
and” paſſage to life eternal; and upon this account it 
can neither hurt, nor may juſtly affright. It is true, 
the paſſage through death is ſomewhat ſtrait and un- 
eaſy to the body, but the ſoul paſſeth through with- 
out any harm, and without any expence of time, and 
in the next moment requires her eſtate of immor- 
tality and happineſs; and this is the victory over 
death that all thoſe have, who, by true repentance and 
faith, are partakers of Chriſt, and the benefits of 
his death and reſurrection, who hath brought light 
and immortality to light by the Goſpel. 

And now, having gone through the benefits of 
this wiſe conſideration of our latter end, I ſhall only 
add ſome cautions that are neceſſary to be annexed to 
this conſideration. | 

1. That death is not to be wiſhed or deſired. 
Though it be an object not to be feared, it is a thing 
not to be coveted, for certainly life is the greateſt 
temporal bleſſing in this world: we are all placed 


here by Almighty God, a talent of life is delivered to 
us, and we are commanded to improve it; a taſk is 


{ct 
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ſet every one of us, and we are required with pati- 
ence, obedience and faithfulneſs to perform it, and 
not to be weary of our work, nor wiſh our day 
aàt an end before its time, that is, till our Lord calls 
us to himſelf in the ordinary way of his Providence, 

for he is the only Lord of our lives, and we are not 
the lords of our own lives. 

2. A fecond caution is this, that as the buſineſs, 
employment and concerns of our life muſt not eſtrange 
us from the thoughts of death, ſo again we muſt be 
careful that the over- much thoughts of death do not 
ſo much poſſeſs our minds as to render us a ſad me- 
lancholy people, nor ts render us unfit for the buſi- 
neſs. offices and ſober recreations of our life: for 
the intent of this wiſe and due conſideration of our 
latter end is only to make us more watchful, vigilant, 


induſtrious, ſober, chearful, and thankful to that 


God, who hath deen pleaſed thus to make us ſervice- 
able to him, comfortable to ourſelves, profitable to 
others, and after all this, to tak: away the bitterneſs 
and ſting of death, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

The great duty of ſincerity recommended both 
towards God and man, I ſhall conſider as it reſpects 
each. As it reſpects God, ſo it imports the truth 
and fincerity of our piety and devotion towards him. 
As it regards men, ſo it ſignifies a fimplicity of mind 
and manners in our carriage and converſation one 
towards another. ' 

Firſt, I ſhall conſider this grace, or virtue of ſin- 
cerity as it reſpects God, and ſo it imports the truth 
and ſincerity of our piety towards him; that we hear- 
tily believe, and fear, and honour him, and that the 
outward expreſſions of our piety and obedience to 
him are the genuine iſſue ot our apprehenſions of 
him, and affections towards him. And becauſe ſin- 
cerity is the very heart and ſubſtance of religion, it 
concerns us not only to endravour after this 

an 
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and diſpoſition, but to. enquire into the nature and 
properties of it, that we may know when we have it, 
and > have the comfort of it, 

I ſhall mention one property by which men may 
know the integrity of their hearts towards God. 

1. Our piety is ſincere when the chief reaſons and 
motives of it are religious ; and I call that a religious 
motive which regards God and another world, in op- 
poſition to men, and to our preſent temporal advan- 
tages. Our piety is a ſenſe of God's authority over 
us, and of our duty and obligations to him ;. a fear 
of his diſpleaſure and threatnings, and the hopes of 
the glorious reward which he hath pro miſed to obe- 
D 

Theſe motives are religious, becauſe they reſpect 
God, and are the arguments to obedience, which-he 
himſelf offers us to perſuade us to our duty, and 
that is a ſincere piety which is wrought in us 


dy theſe. conſiderations ;; for a ſincere piety muſt be 


rooted in the heart, and be a living principle within 
us; for, as the Apoſtle reaſons with us in, another 
caſe, he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, but he 
who 1s one inwardly, and in the heart ;. and without 


this all outward acts of piety and devotion are hypo- 


criſy, a picture of religion, and a form of godli- 
ne:s, without the life and power. of it. 

2. A third evidence of tincere piety is, when we 
are religious in private and in ſceret, as well as in 


publick and in the open view of inen. 


He is truly devout who is ſo in his. family and in, 
his cloſet, where he hath no witneſs but God and 
tis own ſoul, as well as in the church. 

He is a downright honeſt man, who will make 


good his word and perform his promiſe, when no. 


proof can be made of it, and no law compel him to 


it, as readily as if there had been an huatted wit- 


neſſes of it. 


He. 
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He is ſincerely juſt, who will not detain from an- 
other his rizht, though he be ignorant of it, nor 
wrong any man though he could do it with all the 
ſecreſy and ſafety in the world; who will not impoſe 
upon another's ignorance or unſkilfulneſs, though 
never ſo much to his own benefit and advanta 

He is wy charitable, who would not only as ſoon 
but rather ſooner give his alms in ſecret, than in the 
ſight of men. | 

And he is truly grateful, who, when there is occa- 
fion and opportunity, will acknowledge a Kindneſs, 
and requite a benefit to the relations of his deceaſed 
friend, though he he fure that all memory of the 
obligation died with him, and that none are conſci- 
ous of it but God and himſelf; and indeed, there is 
ſcarce any act of piety and virtue, the ſincerity of 
which may not by this evidence be known by us, as 
on the contrary, a man may for certain conclude 
himſelf an hypocrite if he be not the fame in the 
preſepce of God and his own conſcience, that he is 
in the ſight of man. : 

3. Another evidence of a ſincere piety is a conflant 
tenor- of goodneſs in the general courle of our lives. 
I do not ſpeak of the firſt beginnings of piety in new 
converts, which are many times very imperiect, and 
ſuch as afford little or no evidence of a man's ſince- 
rity; but in thcſe who have made any conſiderable 
progreſs in goocneſs, the habits of any known fin, 
and the wilful and deliberate neglect of our duties, 
and even the ſingle acts of more heinous crimes, will 
bring in queſtion our ſincerity, and are by no means 
to be ſheitered under the name of infirmity ; for 
theſe the Grace of God, if we be not wanting to 
or rſelves, -will enable us to ſubdue: and he is not 
ſincerely good who doth nat ſeriouſly endeavour to 
be as good as he can, and does not make uſe of that 
giace which God is rcady to afford to all the pur- 
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poſes, though not of a perfect, yet of a ſincere obe- 
dience to the laws of God. And we ought to re- 
ſpe& the ſecond table, for God did not only deſign 
that we ſhould honour him, but that we ſhould be 
happy in one another, for which reaſon he joins with 
our humble and dutitul deportment: towards him- 
_ 

He hath ſhewed thee, O man, what is good, and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but to do ju- 
ſtice, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with 
thy God. Micah vi. 8. 

This commandment have we Rom him, that he 
who loveth God, loveth his brother alſo. And yet 
it is too viſible that many, who, make a great pro- 
feſſion of piety towards God. are very detective in 


moxal cuties, very unpeaceable and turbulent in their 


ſpirits, very pecviſh and paſſionate, very conceited 


and cenſorious, as if their profeſſion of godlineſs ex- 


empted them from the care. and practice of chriſtian. 
virtues: but we muſt not ſo fix our eye upon heaven 
as to forget that we walk upon the earth, and to neg- 
lect the ordering of our ſteps and converſation among 
men, leſt, While we are gazing, upon. the ſtars, we 
fall into the ditch of grols and ' foul immorality. It 
is. very poſſible that men may be devout and ztalous 
in religion, very nice and ſcrupulous about the wor- 
ſhip and ſervice of God, and yet, becauſe: of their 
paſpable delect in points of juſt ce and honeſty, of 
mec kneſs and humihty, of peace and charity, may 
be groſs and odious; by ocrites; tor men muit nct 
think, for ſome zcts either of outward or inward 
plery, to compound with God, though theſe hypa- 
crites think and promiſe to themſclves.. great edvan- 
tage in ſo doing; but theſe”: are cheats aud, deluſions. 
For what doth a, man profit. faith our Blefled. Sa- 
viour, if he ſhall g gain the whole world, and loſe his 


\ 8 


a 


649 
And fince I have ſuch a ſoul, capable of happineſs 
or miſery, it naturally follows that it were ſottiſh and 
unreaſonable to loſe this foul, for the gain of the 
whole world; for my foul is myſelf, and if that be 
miſerable, I muſt needs be ſo. Therefore I con- 
clude, that whatever this thing be I call a ſoul, tho 
it were a periſhing, dying thing, and would not out- 
live the body, yet it were my wiſdom and intereſt to 
prefer its content and ſatisfaction before all the world, 
unlets T could chuſe to be miſerable, and delight to 
be unhappy : ſo I am ſufficiently convinced, that the 
gaining of the whole world cannot recompenſe the 
loſs of my ſoul; for what would I take to be miſe- 
rable, or rather, what would I take to be eternally 
fo? If ] loſe myſelf, what can be gain to me? The 
world, peradventure, will continue amiable many 
ages after I am gone; but what is that to me? And 
if to gain the whole world at ſo dear a price be ſtill 
a bargain, how fatal a purchiſe ſhould T make, who 
am like to gain ſo little, being none of the world's 
teſt favourites? My ſoul is not ſo cheap yet, that 
can ſet it at ſo low a rate as a few hundreds a year: 
I am as immortal as any monarch in Chriſtendom, | 
and my pretenſions to the Almighty's favour may 
row equal to that of any of the ſons of men; and 
| ſhould be à profligate and reprobate, a brute in- 
deed, if I ſhould abandon my poor ſoul to miſery, 
and renounce the intereit I have in the God of hea- 
ven and earth, for I-know not what, Let who will 
therefore ſweat and toil for wealth and greatneſs, I 
Have but this one buſineſs to do, to inſure this dear, 
dear ſoul of mine in its voyage to eternity. Letwho 
will gain the reputation of a wiſe man by a clearer 
foreſight and thriftier management of afta:rs, by an 
viwearied attendance and inſinuating applications, I 
Mall think myſelf wiſe enough if I can but be ſaved, 
and great enough if I enjoy but the ſmiles of heaven. 


Let 
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Let who will applaud themſelves for the contempt of 
intrigue and ſullen buſineſs, whilſt they diſſolve in 
ſoft and delicate pleaſures, or waſte and ſpend them- 
ſelyes in c-arſe and toilſome buſineſs, if I may en- 
Joy the pleaſure of a manly, rational life, ſpent in a 
- conſtant courſe of religion and virtue, without ſu- 
perſtition or frowardnefs, of a mind unharraſſed by 
deſires and fears, of a peaceful aſſured conſcience of 
the contemplation of glorious truths, and the hopes 
of a bleſſed immortality, I ſhall envy none the hap- 
pineſs of the moſt luſcious pleaſures, or kindeſt for- 

tune the world affords. 
And now I will give a hint or two on the neceſſity 
of conſideration, for without it converſion. or refor- 
mation of life cannot but be counterfeit, being a 
change of the whole man, and loving God better 
than the world, or minding heaven more than earth, 
an immortal ſoul more than a frail dying body. 
There can nothing be imagined under God more 
likely to prevent our being deceived with a form of 
godlineſs than conſideration, Daily experience is a 
tufficient witneſs how men deceive themſelves with a 
yarniſh and paint of pietv, and flatter themſelves 
that they are ordained to eternal life, and in a way 
to thoſe regions of bliſs when they are not, Becauſe 
they believe in God, and have no inclination to ſome 
a4 and notorious ſins that other men are puilty of, 
they are apt to conclude, that they love God better 
than their riches or pleaſures, and are very great pro- 
ficients in religion. Becauſe ſuch a man is not drunk 
eyery day, but is ſober now: and then, he believes 
himſelf a very temperate man. Another, becauſe 
he doth not cheat ſo notoriouſly as his neighbour, 
_ concludes he is juſt, honeſt, upright, and fair in his 
dealings. Another, becauſe he works hard in his 
Calling, and doth no one wrong, fancies he doth all 
that is fit for a Chriſtian to do. Another, becauſe 
<6 "Ns he 
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he hath ſometimes a good thought of God, and can 
ſend up a ſhort ejaculation to heaven, is very confl- : 
dent he medi ates and eontemplates the Almighty. 
Another, becauſe he hath now and then a melan- 
choly thought of his fins, and eonfeſſes them to Al- 
mighty God, concludes he doth repent as well as the 
beſt ; and becauſe he often wifhes tor ſalvation, and 
hath a good opinion of holineſs and goodneſs, he 
doubts not but he is made partaker of the divine na- 
ture. | , 28 

That theſe are cheats and deluſions is evident ta 
any rationab man. The Goſpel doth not offer hea- 
ven on theſe terms; and it is not partial, but uni- 
verfal obedience that Chriſt requires of his followers... 
He is reſolved heaven thall coſt them more than theſe 
little ſervices come to, and they ſhall not impoſe upon 
God, however they may deceive themſelves. 

Laſtly, conſider that it is not worth our while thus 
to delude ourſelves and diſſemble, confidering the 
{hortne!s and eſpecially the uncertainty of our lives. 
To what purpoſe ſhould we be io canning, when 
our abode in this world is fo ſhort and uncertain ? 
Why ſhould any man, by diſſembling his judgment, 
or acting contrary to it, incur at once the Uiſplea« 
fare of God, and the diſcontent ot his own mind; 
eſpecially if we conſider, that all our diſſimulation 
| ſhall one day be made manifeſt, and publiſhed on the 
open theatre of the world, before God, Angels and 
men, to our cyerlaſting ſhame and confuſion. AR 
diſguiſe ſhall then be laid afide, and every man ſhall 
appear in his true eolours, for then the ſecrets of all 
men ant women ſhall be judged, and God will 
dring eyery work into judgment, and every ſecret 
thing, whether it be good, or whether ir be evil: 
Nothing is now covered which thall not then be re- 
vealed, nor hid, which ſhall not then be known. 
And if the Lord ſhould require thy ſoul. this night of 
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thee, then what haſt thou got by thy flattery and ill- 
gotten goods? And whoſe ſhall theſe things be? 
Know now that repentance is the only way by which 
it. is poſſible for a ſinner to eſcape wrath and damna- 
tion. There is no avoiding this, no poſſibility of 
preventing it any way but by repentance. We are 
as much aſſured without it. we ſhall be damned, as 
we ſhall be ſaved with it. Chriſt has, in the Goſpel, 
put a neceſſity upon us, Either repent and leave your 
fins, and be ſaved, or periſh with them. 

And ſad is that ſtate and condition of thoſe under 
the Goſpel, who live in a ſtate of ſin and impenitence, 
or in the habit of any unrepented fin : they are un- 
Cer as abſolute a ſentence of condemnation as if the 
great Judge had pronounced it upon them, and bid 
them, Go, ye curſed, whilſt they continue ſuch, than 
for the damned themſelves. +: . _ 

This ſhould make every impenitent ſinner tremble, 
and ſeriouſly bethink himſelf what a ſad ſtate. and 
condition he is in, what a doom hangs over his head, 
and how near his ſteps take hold of death, how. he 
walks upon the brink of hell and damnation, and 
the leaſt fatal accident or ſudden death does irrecove- 
rably threw him in. withqug,, redemption, which 
| ſhould make his heart tremble, his blood chill, and 
his hair ſtand an end; and if he conſiders it as he 
ought, Jet him reſolve to ſnatch himſelf from the 
jaws of death, Repentance alone can do this, and 
| this he ſhould ſet about immediately, and be per- 
| ſuaded to it by thoſe powerful motives and arguments 

which the Jp and Chriſtianity propoſe ; not like 
Balaam, that falſe prophet, and all libertines and 
| hypocrites, who deſire, like him, to die the death of 
the Righteous ; for if they u iſh ſo to do, they muſt 
live the life of the Righteous, or they will be very 
much miſtaken. It is not he that ſ.ith, Lord, Lord, 
but he that doeth the will of my. Father which is in 
Heaven. . We 
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We muſt follow peace with all men, and holinefs, 
without which no man ſhall fee the Lord, Heb. xii. 
13. And if the Righteous ſcarcely be ſaved, where 
ſhall the ungodly and finner appear? 1 Pet. 18. 

Let us all endeavour, therefore, ſo to I'-> now, 
as we ſhall with we had done when-we core to lie 
upon our death beds, or as we ſhall then reſolve to 
live in caſe God ſhould continue our life to us. Let 
us purſue thoſe things now, which we ſhall be able to 
think of and refte& upon with pleaſure when we come 
to die, and preſently forſake all thoſe things, the re- 
membrance of which at that time will be bitter to us. 
Let us now, whilſt we are well and in health, cheriſh 
the ſame thoughts and apprehenſions of things that 
we ſhall have when we are fick and dying, Let us 
now deſpiſc this world as much, and think as ill of 
fin, as ſeriouſly of God and eternity, as we ſhall then 
do, for this is the great commendation of the righ- 
teous man, that every one deſires to die his death, 
that at laſt all nien are of his mind and perſuaſion, 
and would chuſe his condition. Let me die the 
death of the Righteous, and let my laſt end be like 
07 7 g | 
|  Repent now, and make no delay, Examine thy- 
felf, and in the day of viſitation thou fhalt find 


Let nothing hinder thee to pay thy vows in due 
time, and defer not until death to be juſtified. _ 
Make no tarrying to turn to the Lord, and put it 
not off from day to day, for ſuddenly ſhall the wrath 
of the Lord come forth, and in thy fecurity thou 
ſhalt be deſtroyed, and periſh in the day of ven- 
r | 8 Yorks Eng; 

Let us then be now what we would be glad to be 
found in that day, when all pretences ſhall be ex- 
amined, and the cloſeſt hypocriſy of men ſhall be 
Kid open, and daſhed out of countenance : * 
* | 1e 
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the ſecrets of all hearts ſhall, be diſcloſed, and all the 
hidden works of darkneſs ſhall be revealed, all our 
thoughts, words and actions ſhall be brought to a 
ſtrict and ſevere trial, and be cenſured. by that im- 
partial and infallible judgment of God,. which is ac- 
cording to truth, in the day when God ſhall judge 
the ſecrets of men, by Jeſus Chriſt. But now is 
Chriſt riſen from the dead, and become the firſt 
fruits of them that flept. That is, the firſt fruits 
from the dead of them that flept ; not as if Chriſt 
were abſolutely the firſt that was raiſed from.the dead, 
tor we read of one raiſed by Elijah, and another b 
Eliſha, and of Lazarus railed by Chriſt ; but theſe 
ſo raiſed as to die again: they were not raiſed to a2 
lite of immortality, But now Chriſt was tbe firſt 
that roſe never to die more, the firſt that aroſe by his 
own power, the firſt that role to give others a pledge 
and aſſurance of their riſing after him, and of their 
riſing like unto him. Chriſt's reſurrection is the 
cauſe, the pattern, the pledge, the aſſurance of the 
believer's reſurrection. _ ! 

Chriſt is riſen from the dead, and become the firſt 
fruits of them that ſlept. | 
Behold, FE ſhew you a myſtery; we thall not all 
fleep, but we ſhall be ch-nged in a moment, in the 
twinkling of an eye, at the laſt trump ; for the trum- 
pet ſhall ſound, and. the dead ſhall be raiſed incor- 
ruptible, and we ſhal];be changed. 
To this fome might object and fay, What thall 
become of thoſe who fhall be ſound alive at Chriſt's 
coming? The Apoſtie anſwers; they ſhall not dic or 
feep, but yet ſhall undergo a change as well as thoſe 
that rife from the dead: theſe ſhall have fieſh ang. 
blood changed into ſpiritual bodies as well as they, 


and of mortal be made immortal, of corruptible be- 
come incorruptible, add al! this in a moment of time. 


Ohriſt's powerkub voice. with be le a uumpet, calling 


men. 
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men together, and the dead ſhall be raiſed, and Tiv- 
ing faints changed into an incorruptible ſtate, and 
the ſca will give up the dead which is in it, and death 
and hell will deliver up the dead which are in them, 
and they will be judged every man according to their 
works, and death and hell will be caſt into the lake 
of fire, „ „ 

This is the ſecond death, and whoſoever is not 
found written in the book of life will be caſt into the 
Aire. | | 

Remember that the ſentence denounced will be 

according to every man's works at the great day. 
According to the nature and quality of the wicked 
man's works ſhall his judgments and puniſhments 
be. According to the fincerity, not according to 
the imperfections of the righteous man's wotks, Ba 

his reward be. 3 
Sod grant that the conſideration of this may fo 
far influence us, that no profit may tempt us, no 
pleaſure intice us, no power embolden us, no pri- 
vacy encourage us to do that thing of which we can- 
not give a good account in the day of judgment. 

Some men excuſe themſelves and ſay, they follow 
their leaders, and did what they bid them. How 
vain will the plea of many ſinners be at the great 
day | We followed our guides, we. did as we ſaw 
others do before us. Remember, God has: given us 
a rule to walk by, the infallible and inflexible rule of 
his word; and neither example of the moſt nor of 
the beſt muſt influence us to act contrary thereunto; 
for if we will do as they mult do, we mult be con- 
tented to go where they muſt go, even into the lake 


of fire burning with brimſtone, _— | 

What a hell is this to the bad men, who by their 
wicked actions never expected to be called to an ac- 
count for them ! What plea can they make for them- 
ſelves who would never believe, who would never be 


perſuaded ? 
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perſuaded ? How ſhall they bear his D And 
yet whither can they fly from him? When he con- 
demns them, to whom can they appeal from the 
Judge and Saviour of the world? Wretches that 
they are, who would never believe, never think of 
this day ! And now they muſt be condemned by the 
Saviour of the world. | 

Let theſe thoughts then make a deep impreſſion 
upon our minds before that day comes. Let us re- 
member that the fon of man will be our Judge, ke 
who laid down his life for us, he who now invites us 
to repentance, he who now promiſes pardon and for- 
givenels to true penitents. Let this teach us to reve- 
rence his laws, to imitate his example, to put our 
whole truſt and confidence in his merits and inter- 
ceſſion, that, when he cometh again in his glorious 
majeſty to judge both the quick and the dead, We 
may riſe with him unto life immortal, as our church 


teacheth us to pray. 


Now, if we would conſider that we ſhall be judged 
for all our thoughts, words and actions, for our maſt 
ſecret ſins as well as open impieties; and there is no 
reaſon to think it ſhould be otherwiſe, ſince our moſt 
ſecret ſins are viſible to God. All things are naked 
and open unto the eyes of him with whom we have 
to do. Heb. iv. 13. f 

And when God knows our moſt ſecret ſins, why 
ſhould he not judge us for them? And if God will 
judge us for ail our moſt ſecret fins, how little will it 
avail us to conceal our fins from men] We may, in- 
deed, by theſe means eſcape preſent fin and puniſh- 
ment, but etemal ſhame, eternal torment will be our 
portion, when God ſhail bring to light all the hidden 
works of darkneſs. 

Are we more afraid of the ſuffering of our todies, 
than we are of hell, where the worm dieth not, and 


are 
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are to be judged, namely, our thoughts, words and 
actions. our moſt ſecret as well as open fins ; but 
there is peace promiſed to every man that worketh 
good, What this good and this evil is the goſpel 

acquaints us; and if we de what the goſpel com- 

mands we ſhall be acquitted and rewarded ; if we 

do what it forbids, we ſhall be condemned. So that 

we certainly know that all wicked men, who live in 

the wilful commiſſion of any known ſin, ſhall be 
finally condemned. Chriſt will at that day profeſs 

unto them, I never knew you, On from me ye 

that work iniquity. . 

I need not remind you of what concern it is to 
know the ſentence Chriſt will paſs, on us at that day, 
whether, Come, ye bleſſed of my Father; or, Go, 
Je Curſed into everlaſting. fire; for if we muſt. be 
1appy or miſerable for ever, how can we, content 
ourſelves to live in doubt and ſu upenſe, which. of theſe, . 
hall be our portion. Tx 

What a dreadful thing it is to live in, perpetual 

fear of hell! How can we ſl:ep without dreaming ot 
lakes of fire and brimſtone, without (88: Kn en. 
apparitions of damned ſpirits N 

What a tranſporting foretaſte would it give us of. 
the joys of Heaven, to read our names written in 
the book of life; to ſee a crown, a bright and Slo- 
rious Crown prepared nns 

There is no one but earneſtly, deſires « the endleſs, 
Joys of heaven: Be therefore perſuàded , 30 break off 
your league with ſin, and make — Peace with Al-: 
mighty God, that when ye come to Aig,.,our Bleiled- 
Saviour may ſee the travel of ur. ul, and be fas 
tisfied, thar he may then be p. 'eaſed ro.beſtow on you, 
as he was to purchaſe for you, that yd may · at laſt 

receive the end of, your hope, even-the ſalvation of 
your ſouls. And blefſed, thrice and for ever bleſſed 
be Almighty God, that there is vet hopes concerning 

H us, 
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and that we are yet in a capacity of fleeing from the 
wrath to come: that the miſeries ot eternity may yet 
be prevented in time, and that for this very end and 
purpoſe our moſt gracious and merciful God hath ſo 
clearly revealed theſe things to us, rather than deſire 
to bring them upon us; but that we being warned by 
his threatnings might not bring them upon ourſelves; 
and indeed we muſt forſake ſin, every ſin the moſt 
enticing, if ever we hope to get to heaven, The 
young man in the goſpel lacked but one thing, and 
yet he fell ſhort of heaven. | 

And if we will ftill indulge ourſelves either in cove- 
touſneſs or uncleanneſs, in ſwearing, drunkenneſs, 
or any other known ſin, we can never expect to re- 
ceive the reward of the Righteous, for Chriſt has 
told us plainly, Matth. xix. 17. that if we will enter 
into life, we muſt keep the commandments, and if 
we do not keep theni we muſt enter into that place 
of torment; and when the ſinner has lain in hell as 
many millions of years as there are ſands on the ſea 
ſhore, or ſtars in heaven, he will be no nearer an end 
of his torment than he was the firſt moment he en- 
tered into that place. 

Who can read this without trembling, when St. 
Mark tells us, chap. ix. 49. that the damned ſhall be 
ſalted with fire; ſo that tor ſinners to be ſalted with 
fire is to be given up to everlaſting deſtruction. 

Learn hence, that all ſuch unſavory ſinners as in- 
dulge their corrupt luſts and affections ſhall be ſalted 
with fire, that is, given up to everlaſting deſtruction 
in hell fire. Every chriſtian, who has given up him- 
felf a real ſacrifice unto God ſhall be ſalted, not with 
fire, but with ſalt; not with fire to be conſumed and 
deſtroyed, but with ſalt to be preſerved and kept ſa- 
vory. The grace of mortification is that to the ſoul 
which ſalt is to the body; it preſerves it from putre- 
faction, and renders it ſavory. 

| | Learn 
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Learn hence, that every Chriſtian in this light 

ought to be a ſpiritual ſacrifice and oblation unto 

70d, * | 

That there is a patrid and corrupt, part in every 
facrifice purified and cleanſed from. | 
That the grace of mortification is the true ſalt 
which muſt clarify the ſou], and with which every 
facrifice muſt be falted, that will be a ſavory offering 
unto God. Every one ſhall be ſalted with fire, and 
every ſacrifice ſhall be ſalted with ſalt. 

Now ſuch as are falted with firè, ſuch it ſeems is 
the dreadful nature of the infernal flames, that they 
do torment, but not conſume ; like ſalt they preſerve 
thole wretched perſons they ſeem to devour, A cruel 
mercy of helliſh flames! O- preſervation, worſe than 
the moſt dreadful deſtruction | | | 

And whett we believe that men or women ſhall live 
ſuch a life, after this ſhort life is over, does it not 
highly behove us to think of it now, and to make 
the beſt proviſion that is poſſible, that we may et- 
cape this and enjoy the other, tlie happy life of ſaints, 
where in heaven, believe it, life and death, and hea- 
ven and hell are with them no trifles ? | | 

Theſe have been all ſet bèfore us, not this frail and 
mortal life, which is hardly worth the having, but the 
Joys of heaven. Eye hath not ſezn, nor ear hath 
not heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of 
man to c »hiceive: the joys of that moſt happy place. 
Therefore God invites ſinners to repentance: he offers 
them eternal happineſs in heaven; but they deſpiſe 
his mercy, and hearken to the devil, who endeavours 
to tempt them to wickedneſs : they repent of their 
tins when it is to9 late, and their repentance can do 
them no kindneſs, that is, when they ſuffer the pu- 
niſhments due to their folly, | A 

Obſerve hat encouragement Chriſt gives to all his 
taithtul diſciples and tollowers: he bids them look 
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up and lift up their heads when calamities come upon 
others, look up with confidence and joy when the. 
hearts of others are failing them for fear, and this 
will be at the general day of judgment. Lord, how 
will the glory and terror of that day dazzle the eyes 
and terr.fy the hearts of all the enemies of Chriſt, 
but delight the eyes and rejoice the hearts of all that 
love and fear him, that ſerve and obey him ! Then 
may the friends of Chriſt look up, and lift up their 
heads, for their full redemption draweth.nigh, when 
they hear Chriſt fay unto them, Come, ye bleſſed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world. 

Thus fays Chriſt, I have redeemed you from the 
curie of the law; I pronounce you. bleſſed, I account 
you righteous, and you fhall go into life eternal ;, 
but the wicked ſhall go away into everlaſting fire pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels. Not that Chriſt 
ſpeaks of this eternal miſery by fire as defigned origi- 
nally for man, but. for the devil and his angels: but 
man, by giving up himſelf to the power. and thral- 
dom of fin and fatan, and working himſelf down to 
the infernal regions, becomes like unto him in tor- 
ments,. whom he ſo much reſembled in manners and. 
qualities. ; | f 

God grant that the horrors of eternal. darkneſs, 
and the diſmal thoughts of a miſerable eternity, may 
effectualiy diſcourage every one of us from a wicked 
and impenitent courſe of life! For who can dwell: 
with devouring fire, who can dwell with everlaſting. 
burnings ? | 


Then truſt thou in the Lord, and he will give thee. 
thy heart's deſire. 


What has been hinted in this diſcourſe I hope may. 
ſuggeſt a great deal to the thoughts of all intelligent 
and conſidering perſons. 

| May. 
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May God of his infinite mercy give us all grace to» 
make a right uſe of what has been offered upon this 
important ſubject ! May we who believe add to our 
faith the practice of all chriſtiam virtues, without 
which our faith will be vain ! And may thoſe who 
do not believe or practiſe, ſee and forſake the errors 
of their ways, their obſtinacy and libertiniſm, before 
it be too late, before the arreſt of death avertakes 
them, and their feet ſtumble upon the dark moun- 
tains, leſt to their eternal confuſion they find that 
Je us to be a tremendous infliter of vengeance in the 
next world, whom they have rejected as their Saviour 
and Redeemer in this, 

And when the ſentence is executed on the wicked, 
Theſe ſhall go into everlaſting puniſhment, obſerve, 
that wicked men's ſtates and conditions in another 
world will be different, as their ways and: doings 
have been in. this; that everlaſting life ſhall. be the 
portion of the godly, and everlaſting puniſhment the 
portion. of the wicked. £ 5 

Therefore, my beloved Brethren, be ye ſtedfaſt, 
unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, for as much as ye know that your labour is not 
in vain in the Lord. Which that we all of us may 
do, God of his infinite goodneſs grant, for his mer- 
cies ſake in Jeſus Chriſt ; to whom with the Father 
and the Holy, Ghoſt be all honour and glory, domi- 
nion and power, thankſgiving and praiſe, both now. 


and for ever. Amen. 


5 SELECT 


SELECT COLLECTS. 


The ſecond Sundey in Advent. 


LESSED Lord, who haſt cauſed all holy Scrip- 
tures to be written for our Jearhing; Grant 

that we may in ſuch wiſe hear them, rea.!, mark, 

learn, and inwardly digeſt them, that by patichce 

and comfort of thy holy Word, we may embrace, 

and ever hold faſt the bleſſed hope of everlaſting life, 

_ thcu baſt given us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 
men, | 


The & undoy called Qu ingiageſima, or the next: Sunday 
' befare Lent. oh 


LORD, who haſt taught us, that all our doings 
without charity are nothing worth ; Send thy 

Holy Ghoſt, and pour into our hearts that moſt ex- 
cellent gift of charity, the very hond of peace, and 
of all virtues, without which whoſoever liveth 1s 
counted dead before thee. Grant this for thine only 


Son Jeſus Chriſt's fake, Amen. 
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The firſt day of Lent, commonly called Afh-Wadaeſday. 


Lmighty and everlaſting God, who hateſt no- 

thing that thou haſt made, and doſt forgive 
the ſins of all them that are penitent ; Create and 
make in us new and contrite hearts, that we wor- 
thily lamenting our fins, and acknowledging our 
wretchedneſs, may obtain of thee, the God of all 
mercy, perfect remiſſion and forgiveneſs, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


The ſecond Sunday after Trinity. 


LORD, who never faileſt to help and govern 
them whom thou doſt bring up in thy ſtedfaſt 
fear and love; Keep us, we beſeech thee, under the 
protection of thy good providence, and make us to 
have a perpetual fear and love of thy holy name, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen, 


The ſixth Sunday after Pini. 


GOD, who haſt prepared for them that love 
thee, ſuch good things as paſs man's. uniler- 
ſtanding; Pour into our hearts ſuch love toward 
thee, that we loving thee above all things, may ob- 
tain thy promiſes, which exceed all that we can de- 

' fire, through Jeſus Chriſt out Lord. Amen. 


The ſeventh Sunday after Trinity. 


ORD of all power and might, who art the au- 

thor :nd giver of all good things; Graft in our 

hearts the Icve of thy Name, increaſe in us true re- 
. ligion, 
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"ligion, nouriſh us with all goodneſs, and of thy 
great 2 keep us in the ſame, through Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


De eleventh Sunday after Trinity 


GOD; who declareſt thy Almighty power moſt 
| chiefly in ſnewing mercy and pity ; Mercifully 
grant unto us ſuch a meaſure of thy grace, that we 
running the way of thy commandments, may ob- 
tain thy gracious promiſes, and be made partakers of 
thy heavenly treaſure, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. 83 . 


The ſeventeeth Sunday after Trinity. 
ORD, we pray thee, that thy grace may always 
prevent and follow us; and make us continu- 
ally to be given to all good works, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. men. 
The. teventy- firſt Sunday - after Trinity, 


RANT, we beſeech thee, merciſul Lord, to 
thy faithful people :pardon and peace, that 


=_ may be cleanſed from all their fins, and ſerve 


with a quiet mind, through. Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
Amen. . ES 5 | | 


Divine 


J. 


With n my Foul huve I deſired thee in the 1 El. 
Laa. xxvi. 9. 


H do FR wandring thoughts miſtake thei 


way, 
And in a maze of darkſome error ſtray? 
[Loſt in whoſe diſmal lab'rinth, I conclude 
FTh' Egyptian Plague is in my: ſoul renew . 
All cloudy, fearful, horrid; not e -. 
Of day; a night for night itlelf too dark, 
No Scythian or Cimmerian ſky fo black, (like; 
Tho? heav'n's bright lamps thoſe gloomy ſhades for- 
E'en hell, where night in fable triumph dwells, . 
Yields to the terror of my darker —_ 
For tho' no fav'ring ſtar imparts its li 
To baniſh thence the thiek ſubſtantial ar: 
Vet there ſo much their puniſhment they feel, 
As will not let them be infenfible : 
There the ſad ſhades bewail their want of light; ; 
And e een the dim Bimmerians fee © 'tis night, 
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And, when the Scythians ſix dark moons have ſpent, 
Th' expected day returns from baniſhment. | 


But I am to eternal night confin'd, 
And what ſnou'd guide me, is itſelt ſtruck blind. 
There's not one glimmer'ng beam that dares invade 
The ſettled horror of the gloomy ſhade. 
Nor can I hope but that 1 ſtill muſt ſtray, 
Since I perceive not how I loſe my way; 
But love th' unhappy darkneſs where I cr, 
And night's foul thades, to day's bright lamp prefer. 
For pride's faiſe light miſguides my wand'ring mind, 
And vain ambition ſtrikes my judgment blind: 
Love's ſoft enchantments my weak heart entice; 
His fooliſh fires delude my dazzled eyes. 
When theſe black images my thoughts poſſeſs, 
The. darkneſs and the horror ſtill increaſe. 
My eyes bave their ſucceſſive night and day, 
And heav'n allows: them an alternate ſway : 
Oh ! that my foul as happy were as they ! 
Ther Reaſon jointly might with Will preſide, 
Whoſe office tis the ſtraggling mind to guide! 


They.more.are griev'd who cannot uſe their fight, 
Than they, who never yet enjoy'd the light; 
And he that in night's ſhades has loſt his way, 
Salutes with greater joy th' approaching day: 

But that's a night too tedious to be born, 
Which never will admit the grateful morn. 


When the bright ſun returns to cheer our eyes, 
We haſte, like Perfians, to adore his riſe; | 
T hither our early hc mage we addreſs, | 
And ſtrive who firſt ſhal} his kind influence bleſs. 
Thus oft, on high, I heav'n's bright orb ſurvey'd 
From Pole to Pole, and thus as oft have pray'd 
Shine, ſhine, my ſun, bright object of my > eg 
Thou that haſt left my watchful eyes too long: 

TS Riſe, 


Rule, riſe, or half thy beauteous face diſplay! 

Tf that's too much, indulge me one ſhort rap. 
Yet, if that bliſs is too ſublime for me, 

O let it be enough to *ve wiſh'd for Thee! 


II. 


Lord, thou knoweft all my deſire, and my groaning is 
not hid from thee, Pal. xxxvili. 9. 


Y no diſcov'ry did I &er impart: 
The ſecret pantings of my love-ſick heart; 

Whoſe cloſe receſſes to no other eye: 
But that great pow'r's that fram'd them, open lie: 
He only views my thoughts in their undreſs, a 
And his bright beams ſearch thro? their nakedneſs: 
To Him each ſecret ſigh, each filent groan, | 
To him the bottom of my ſoul is known. 
Who can his ſenſe t' another's ears convey, . 
Unleſs himſelf his own deſigns betray ? 
Yet, cou'd Diſcov'ry gratify my wiſh, 
 Conczalment ſhould not long defer the bliſs: 
But no relation can my wants relieve, 
Or limits to my boundleſs wiſhes give. 


Rachel aw-1ile did her loſt ſons deplore, 
But finding tears in vein, ſhe wept no more. 
Thus fire cmits, and then devours its feeds, . 
And on its -olj-{pring the wild parent feeds. 
Thus, when the ciouds have empty'd all their rain, 
They drink up the exhauſted Rock again. 
And thus l beſt receive the tears I ſhed, 
aud turn the ftreams back to their fountain-head. . 
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1 Then, what my thoughts are, while I deeply groan, 
| Only to me, and him I love, are known ; 
| What I deſign in every ſilent vow, 
Only myſelf, and my Beloved know; 
And my thick fighs a myſtick language prove,. 
Unknown to alt but me and Him I love. 


How oft have I, with pious fraud and art, 
1 In a diſſembled look bely'd my heart? 
4 Pleaſure and mirth without deludes the fight, 
While all within is torment in the height. 


No faith in tears, for tears have learnt deceit, 

1 No faith in ſmiles, unleſs yourſelf you'd cheat. 

1 I weep, the haſty world believes I'm ſad; 

II J laugh, and they as faſt conclude me glad. 

. How little ſnews my face my mind's intent? 

F I ſmile when griev'd, when pleas'd I moſt lament. 

Not the Camelion changes more than thoſe, 

| Whoſe every wiſn new maſquerades expoſe ; z. 

7 None know my ſecret groans, and vows, and ſighs, 
i None but We two, and only We ſuffice, | 
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Mr. Samuel Hoſtage, Cheſter, 2 


Mr. Humphreys, Comb-maker, ditto. 


Mr. Hichcock, Peruke-maker, ditto. 
Mr. Harriſon, Rope-maker, ditto. . 
Mr. Haywood, Gunſmith, in Boughton. 
Mr. James Hunter, Cheſter. 


Mr. William Henderſon, ditto. 


Mr. William Hoggard, Printer, ditto | 
+ 


Mr. Johnſon, Butler to Lord Groſvenor, 2 2 


Mr. Jordan, Slater, Cheſter 

Mr. Jones, Cordwainer, ditto 

Mr. Edward Jones, Butcher, ditto 
Mr. Joſeph Jordan, Slater, ditto 
Mr. John Jones, Cordwainer, ditto 
Mr, Jones, Taylor, ditto 


- Mr. Evan Jones, ditto 


Mr. Johnſon, Cabinet-maker, ditto 
Mr. Samuel Johnſon, ditto 
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Mr. Jackſon, Coal-merchant, Cheſter 

Mr. William Jones, Cordw-ainer, ditto Ne 

Mr. Jones, Curler; dito 
Mr. Jones, Farmer, 2 9 

Miſs Ann James, of Nene 3 ö 
Mrs. Ann Irwin, Golden-ſquare, London, * 


— 0 

Mr. John Kelfal, Alderman, Cheſter 1 
Mr. Kent, Peruke-maker, ditto OG | 7 
Mr. Kelly, ditto, ditto © R 


Mr. Kelly, Taylor, ditto 
Mr, Kennerly, Cordwainer, ditto. 


Mr. fohn Lawton, Alderman, Cheſter, 2 
Mr. Richard Ledſham, Sheriff, ditto, 2 

Mr. Lucas, Weaver, ditto 

Mr. Leet, Innholder, ditto 

Mr. Samuel Lewis, ditro 5 

Mr. Lewis, Appraiſer, ditto 

Mr. Lumber, date . if us 

Mr. Lawrenſon, Comb-maker, Atte 

Mr. Lawler, Peruke- maker, ditto 

Mr. Lindſey, Coal-merchant, ditto 

Mr. Thomas Lea, Sheriff's Peer, ditta. | 
Mr. Lloyd, in Denbigh, 2 2 
Mr. Leadbeater, in Congleton, 21 
Matthew Lucas, Eſq. College-green, Dublin, 4 + 
Mrs. Lucas, — "—- 
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Peter Morgan, Eſq. of Golden Grove, 2 birt nt 
Rev. Mr. Nyon, A. M. 2 Tn vet! 


# - 


R. 2 | Mr. 


- 
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( 1 N | 
Mr: Maddock, Cork-eutter, Cheſter 1 4 
Mr. Maddock, Victualler, 418 _ | 5 
Mr. Richard Moulſon, Tobacconiſt, ditto, a 2 
Mr. Charles Moulſon, ditto ö 
Mr. Thomas Moulſon, N ditto, 2 178. 
Mr. Maſſie, Baker, ditto > EV 
Mr. Maſſie, Stationer, ditto, )) 
Mr. Miller, Innholder, ditto 
Mr. Giles Minſhull, ditto 
Mr. John Monk, 2 
Mr. John Minſhull, — dino. 
Mr. Morris, in Boughton... 15 


N. 95, 
Mr. Edward Nichols, Alderman,, Cheſter, "ON 


Mr. Newell, Innholder, ditto. 
Mr. John Nicholſon, es 
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Mr. Richard Ollerhead, Aldrin, Chet, * 
Mr. Edward Orme, ditto, 2 
Mr. Tho. Oliver, ditto, 2 

Mr. Ormes, Taylor, ditto- 

Mr. Ordes, ditto _ 

Doctor Owen, Namptaich, 2. 
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John Page, Eſq. Alderman, Cheſter, 2 

Mr. Hen. Pemberton, Lieut. of the Royal Navy, 2 
Mr. Percival, Sword- bearer, hn 

Mr. Robert Pace, ditto, 2. | 

Mr. Poynton, Hoſier, ditto 

Mr. Pickmore, Staymaker, ditto- 

Mr. Peacock, Cabinet-maker,. ditto. 
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Mr. Preſbury, Cabinet-maker, Cheſter 
Mr. Parry, ictualler, Trafford 
M.iſs Jane Payne, Rx London, 2 
Mr. Pickering, of Sutton tze 2 22 


Mr. — Pickering, ditto dib „un gubig N 
Mr. Rich. Pickering, Eaſtam ; ors M2 vieall 1.0 
Mr. Baron Platt, Cheſter, 2 RN Nl 
Mr. Pugh, Joiner, ditto e CM, idea. 

Mr. Pratchit, Hofier, ditto. - pf 4 ano) an WW? 


Mr. Plumbly, Peruke Maler, ditto": Ic} it 
Mr, Pemberton, Hatzer, ditto / LoH 1.8055 Jeter” IM 
Mr. alin, Taylor, D "ah = 2M 
Mr. Poſtlethwaite, Crier, ditto- 12012 *rnod dF A 
Mrs. Peers, ditto 202 apitol N 


Mr. Charles Price, Taylor, ditto. Fial „ns vbad 
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Mr, Prince, Cordwainer, into. if 4090 | 
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Baggot Read, Eſq. Cheſter, ant en attodob1 
Humphrey Read, Comptroller, Parkgata, 2 


Mr. Rich. Richardſon, Alderman, Cheſter, 2 
Mr. Tho. Richards, fen.. ditto - ,-+ + 


* 


Mr. Tho. Richards, Sheriff's Peer, due. 2. 7 1 


Mr. Ratcliff, Flax-dreſſer, ditto 
Mr. Roberts, Dairy-man, dito 
Mr. Joſeph Ratc], f, Flax-dreſfler, dino. 
Mr. Rogers, Joiner, ditto 

Mr. Roberts, Taylor, ditto- 

Mr. John Roughley, Grocer, ditto: 
Mr. Robert Rogers, Victualler, ditto 
Mr. Rogers, Gardener, ditto  ' 
Mr. Rogers, of Pooton 5 
Mr. Reece, * Eaton, 
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Thomas 8 Eſq. cache 

Miſs Sloughter, ditto C12, 

Miſs Betty Sloughter, ditto 

Mr. Stevenſon, Lieutenantand Ihen 2 the Rojal 
Cheſhire Militia, 2 | ” 

Mr. Simpſon, in Mold, A ih 5 

Mr. Gabriel Smith, Sheriff's Peer, Cheſter, 2 

Mr. Stevenſon, Houſe-Steward to Ld Groſvenor, 2 

Mr. Salkin, Butler to Tho. N on . 

Mr. Thomas Stones, Cheſter es ST 

Mr. Thomas Spencer, Captain, 2-091 el 

Lady Jane Clarette Selwyn, Goldes dee, Lond. + | 

Mr. Seabrook, Cheſter » . 

Mr. Store, Proctor, ditto 

Mr. Richard Stubbs, Mayor's Officer, ditto 

Mr. Henry Sabine, Printer, dito 

Mr. Sidebotham, Innholder, ditto. - © OV 

Mr. Shaw, Curner, ditto 

Mr. Somner, Grocer, ditto - Oo 

Miſs Snow, ditto, 2 er 

Miſs Bell Snow, * 2 a 

Mr. Spence, Cordwainer, ditto 

Mr. Stanton, Serjeant of the Royal Militia, ditto 

Mr. John Sorton, Skinner, ditto 

Mr. John Smith, ee ditto, t 
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Robert Townſhend, * Recorder, Cheſter, 2 

Rev. Mr. Taylor, A. r to his en Be 
cellent Majeſty, 2 2 

Mr. Charles Townſhend, Attorney, Cheſter, 2 

Mr. Fiſher Tench, ditta, 2 

Mr. Thompſon, . ditto, 2 

Mr. Peter Thomas, Park-Keeper to Ld Groſvenor, 
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Mr. Tuſhingham, Cherry Orchard, Boughton 
Mr. Totty, White-ſmith, Cheſter 
Mr. John Thomas, Eocleſton, 2 
Mr. James Townley, Cheſter 
Thomas Mathar, Eſq. ditto a 
Mr. Thornton, Bricklayer, ditto, 


= 4 C e V. 
Mr. Henry Vigars, Alderman, Cheſter, 4 
W. 
Bennet Williams, Eſq. Cheſter, 2 
Mr. Willis, Namptwich, 2 5 
Mr. Williams, Great Wenlock, Salop, 3 
Mr. Woollam, Merchant, Cheſter | | 
Mr. Wall 
Mr. Walton, ditto | 
Mr. Wood, Maſon, -ditto 
Mr. Whitehead, Slater, ditto 
Mr, Wilſon, Druggiſt, ditto 
Mr. Whittle, Rope- maker, ditto 
Mr. Waterwoods, Sheriff's Officer, ditto 
Mr. Williams, Taylor, ditto 
Mr. Walmſley, Peruke-maker, ditto 
Mr. Whittle, Silk-Dyer, ditto 
Mr. Welch, -Cabinet-maker, ditto 
Mr. Richard Walley, Baker, ditto 
Mr. Wright, Woolcomber, ditto 
Mr. Edward Williams, Taylor, ditto 
Mr. Robert Whitley, ditto 
Mr. Edward Whitley, 2 
Mr. Francis Wood, Tin-plate Worker, ditto 
Mr. William Whiteworth, Qram-major to the Royal 
Cheſhire Militia, 2 
Mr. Williams, 8 of the Royal Cheſhire Militia 
Mr. | 
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Perute- maker, Cheſtet 
Mr. Wilbraham, Peruke- maker, ditto 
Mr. Wordſworth, Wine-merchant, ditto 
Mr. Wilſon, ditto - _ 


Mr. Wi 


Mrs. Wilkinſon, M antut-maker, de 
Mr. Williams, Baker, ditto 

Mr. Williams, Farmer 

Mr. John Williams, Victualler, Northop 
Mr. 5 * in 1 2 
Mr. Thomas Voung, Glover, in Boughton 
Mr. Thomas Zackrey, Smith, at Marford. 


